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Summer Calendar 
 

Thursday, June 12: 
 * HS, NO SCHOOL 
 * MS/ES, Half Day, until 12:30 pm  
 * MS Awards Ceremony, 9:30 am 
 * Pre-K thru Grade 8, Last Day of School 
Friday, June 13: 
  * HS, Half Day, until 12:30 pm 
  * HS  Awards Ceremony, 9:30 am 
  * Commencement, 6:30 pm, Quad 
Saturday, June 14: 
 * Boarders vacate residence 
 * ACT Exam, AOSR 
 * Basketball Camp, thru Thursday, June 
19 
Thursday, June 19: 
 * Alumni Reunion, Washington DC, thru   
Sunday, June 22 
Monday,  June 23: 
 * Summer Camp, Session 1, thru July 4 
Monday, July 7 
 * Summer Camp, Session 2, thru July 18 
Monday, July 21: 
  * Sports Week, thru August 2 
Monday, August 25: 
  * Men’s Volleyball practice begins  
Sunday, August 31:      
  * Boarders arrive at residence after 3 pm 
Monday, September 1: 
  * No School, Faculty in-service 
Tuesday, September 2: 
  * New Student Orientation,  
  Grades 1-13, 9 am to 12:30 pm 
Wednesday, September 3: 
 * Semester I begins for all students. 
 * Bus Service begins 
 * Girls’ Volleyball tryouts, Boys’ and  
Girls Cross Country Team meeting,  
3:30 pm 
Monday, September 8: 
 * PTO hosts Morning Coffee for New-
comers, 9:15 am, Cafeteria 
Tuesday, September 9: 
 * PTO hosts Morning Coffee for New-
comers, 9:15 am, Cafeteria 

 
Have a great summer  

everyone! 
Classes start Sept. 3 

 
 

56th Commencement and  
Graduation, 2003 

              By Dr. Larry Dougherty, Headmaster 

 
AOSR News End-of-Year  2003 

 * 

 As you leave AOSR, you go with fond memories of friends, favorite 
places in Rome, bus rides to Aviano or Sigonella, the Mayfair, proms, capuc-
cini sipped leisurely or hurriedly at the bar; concerts, plays, art exhibits and 
AP and IB examinations.  As you leave, I also hope you will take with you 
the values, dreams, skills and inspiration your teachers have worked so hard 
to give you.  
 This year’s graduation speaker, Justin Davidson, graduated from 

(Continued on page 4) 

 Today you are you!  That is truer than true! 
   There is no one alive who is you-er than you! 
   Shout loud, "I¹m lucky to be what I am! 
   Thank goodness I¹m not just a clam or a ham! 
   Or a dusty old jar of sour gooseberry jam! 
   I am what I am!  That¹s a great thing to be! 
   If I say so myself,  "CONGRATULATIONS  TO  ME!” 
 
                  Sincerely,   
                  Joanne Reykdal, Principal 

“If a nation expects to be ignorant and free, in a state of 
civilization, it expects what never was and never will be….” 

Thomas Jefferson 
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 Congratulations for completing this school year at AOSR!  I am 
proud of each one of you and all that you have accomplished, and I wish the 
best for you in the future.   As you look to the future remember how impor-
tant you are as you reflect on this quote from Dr. Seuss, for it is written for 
you. It’s from “What Would You Be?” 
 

Congratulate Yourselves! 
By Joanne Reykdal, Principal 
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The Falcon Flyer is a monthly  
publication of the American  
Overseas School of Rome 

(AOSR)  
 
 Via Cassia 811  
 00189 Rome ,Italy  
 Telephone: 06-334-381  
 Fax: 06-3326-2608  
 Internet: www.aosr.org   
 
To make comments  or suggestions, or to 
submit an article to the Falcon Flyer, 
please call editor  Lisa Finerty at 06-
4782-6192, or send an email to 
lisaland@mindspring.com. A Flyer sub-
mission box is also located in the Princi-
pal’s office. 

Important Phone Numbers 
Since the new AOSR Directory won’t be published until Octo-
ber, here’s a basic list of important phone numbers. The new 
school calendar also lists phone numbers. 
 
School Number:  06-334-381    
Fax: 06-3326-2608 
 
Headmaster: Larry Dougherty  06-3343-8331 
Headmaster’s Secretary : Domenica Losani 06-3343-8331 
Admissions: Don Levine   06-3343-8300 
Reception/Secretary: Joanne Hoberg 06-3343-8300 
Financial Consultant: Elisa Bruno  06-3343-8338 
Boarding/Finance: Estelle Dougherty            06-3343-8339 
High School Office: Alessandra Cozzi 06-3343-8326 
Principal: Beth Pfannl   06-3343-8326 
Guidance Counselor: Donna Ross  06-3343-8327 
Nurse: Diane Cullen-Moore  06-3343-8321 
After School Activities: Christine Hogan 06-3343-8320 
             Margaret Ciuffreda 
MS Coordinator: Angela Santangelo 06-3343-8336 
Resource Room: Kathaleen Smith  06-3343-8302 
Registrar Office: Marina Benetti  06-3343-8315 

 
   AOSR High School  
    Graduation Program 
                  13 June 2003 
 
Opening Remarks             Mr. Richard Zacaroli 
                                   Chairman, Board of Trustees 
 
Introductory Comments    Dr. Larry W. Dougherty 
                                           Headmaster 
 
Salutatorian                        Salvatore Romano 
 
Valedictorian                     Nathan Clements-Gillespie 
 
Allan Ceen                         Jane Morelli Johnson 
Emeritus Lecture               English Teacher 
 
Musical Interlude               High School Ensemble 
                                           Mr. Roy Zimmerman, Director 
 
Commencement Address   Dr. Justin Davidson 
                                           Classical Music Critic, Newsday 
                                           2002 Pulitzer Prize for Criticism 
  
Presentation of                   Mrs. Joanne Reykdal 
The Senior Class                Principal 
  
Presentation of Diplomas  Mr. Richard Zacaroli 
                                           Dr. Larry W. Dougherty 

 Did you know that six members of this 
class of 38 came here in their senior year?  And 
three have spent their entire academic career at 
the school? Thirteen children have completed 
their entire high school at AOSR.  There  are 
13 Americans, 13 Italians, and the other 12 
come from 11 other countries.     
 There are some amazing scholars (the 
Salutatorian came to the school in sixth grade, 
not speaking a word of English), and world-
class athletes.  One young man has a burgeon-
ing career as a rock musician.  Another young 
woman is a recognized ballerina and opera 
singer.  And these are just aspects of the lives 
of these teenagers who we are honoring today 
for fulfilling the rigorous academic responsi-
bilities of the senior 
year at AOSR.       
 These are re-
markable children, and 
a great class!   
 We have in-
cluded in this gradua-
tion issue of the Falcon 
Flyer some of the par-
ents' comments about 
their children, and the 
importance of their AOSR experience.  It is a 
wonderful tribute to these children and to this 
community.  

End-of-Year Issue 
Features Parent Letters 
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NATHAN ALEXANDER CLEMENTS-GILLESPIE, Valedictorian 
SALVATORE ROMANO, Salutatorian  

MARIA DEVON ADAMS 
IBRAHIM TAREQ AL-ADASANI 
VANESSA FERREIRA ANANIADES 
SILVIA SCIORILLI BORRELLI 
LUDOVICA BRIENZA 
PHILIP BRILLO 
THEODORE MARTEL BURNLEY 
MANLIO CARBONE 
BARRACK FRASER CARLE 
ANTHONY JOSEPH CASTELLI 
ZACHARY DAVID CAVASIN 
CHIARA MARIA LUCILLE CREASON 
GIACOMO DE¹ BESI 
NICCOLÒ FANO 
JESSICA LAUREL FEDERLE 
DANIEL HAIM FREEMAN 
NATHAN ALEXANDER CLEMENTS GILLESPIE(HONORS DIPLOMA) 
RICHA GUJADHUR 
EVANGELOS KAMINIS 
ALIA KHOGIA 
ANNA KONOVALOVA 
ALEXANDER MARC LAFRÉCHOUX   
BEATRICE LANDI 
MARIANITO DEGALA MABUTAS JR. 
ALEXANDER J. MANLEY 
DARIO TAUSSIG DE BODONIA MARINO 
ALESSANDRO MATTEUCCI  
FERAS SHAWKAT ISSA MUSTAFA 
VALERIA PARAVICINI 
BARBARA RACCAH 
SALVATORE ROMANO (HONORS DIPLOMA) 
PIETRO ALESSANDRO SCHIAVO 
KYRA ELIZABETH SETTLE (HONORS DIPLOMA) 
MOHD. AIDIL MUGHRITZ BIN SHAMSUDIN 
HOWARD E. STUGARD IV 
CHANYA TANDAVANITIJ 
ANNA-MARIE ELIZABETH ZACAROLI 
MARGARITA ZIMERMAN 

2002-2003 Graduation Class 

IB =International Baccalaureate Candidate, AP =Advance Placement Diploma, NM =National Merit 

 
 
 
 IB 
 
 IB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 IB 
 
 
 
IB, AP, NM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 IB 
 IB 
 
 
 IB 
 IB 
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AOSR in 1983.  He went on to graduate 
magna cum laude from Harvard.  He has won 
prizes for his musical compositions and for 
his writing.   
 Justin was first nominated for a Pul-
itzer Prize, the most prestigious award in 
writing and journalism, in 1999, when he 
was 32 years old. He won a Pulitzer Prize for 
his music criticism in 2002 at age thirty-five. 
 AOSR first heard about his success 
in this email written by his mother, Linda 
Davidson, who taught English at AOSR for 
many years. 
 "I thought you would like to know 
that my son Justin Davidson, who attended 
AOSR for 13 years, just won a Pulitzer Prize 
for his writing about classical music. His in-
terest in music was fostered by many teach-
ers at the school, beginning with Barbara 
Sparti  in kindergarten and including Roy 
Zimmerman in high school. He graduated in 
1983 and went on to graduate magna cum 
laude from Harvard with a major in music... 
Of course we're proud, but Overseas is cer-
tainly entitled to a lot of the credit." 
 I know that many of you realize how 
much your teachers have contributed to your 
lives.  Others won’t know what your teachers 
have given you until you look back on your 
time in our school many years from 
now.  Our wonderful teachers, like teachers 
throughout history, are both profound conser-
vatives and threatening revolutionaries.  I can 
hear your comments now, "Mrs. Levine and 
Mrs. Bianchini are revolutionaries?  Mr. 
Zimmerman and Mr. Miller are conserva-
tives?  Mr. Ullman? Mrs. Fiochi? Ms. Spisso 
and Mr. Craig? You have to be kidding!!” 
 Dictators have always known about 
the power of teachers. It is no accident that 
the Taliban, like the dictators in the Soviet 
Union, China and Czechoslovakia, wanted to 
close all schools except those that were used 
to propagate a political or religious point of 
view. One of the first acts of the students 
who led the Czech Revolution was to free the 
most famous professors who had been locked 
in jails for forty years.  Dictators know the 
dangers that teachers who challenge children 
to think, to analyze, and to argue their point 
of view can create. 
 Teachers are also profoundly conser-
vative.  They are passing on the tremendous 
history and richness of their disciplines—the 

(Continued from page 1)Commencement... 

(Continued on page 6) 

We are Happy, Sad, Grateful for  
Valeria’s Seven Years at AOSR  
By Anna Maria and Alessandro Paravicini 

 

 AOSR is truly an international school; my children, 
Dario and Agnese,  have been able to become involved with 
children from different geographical backgrounds and cul-
tures.  They have developed profound friendships that often 
brought them to tears at separations at the end of the school 
year when their friends needed to leave Rome to continue 
their studies in some other part of the world. 
 They found many kind and generous teachers here 
that eagerly shared their love of the subjects that they 
taught.  Many of their teachers helped our children develop 
their personalities as well as the ability to express them-
selves.   As a result, our children have learned to understand 
better who they are. 
 AOSR is a special kind of campus; the constant con-
tact with students, and the availability of  the teachers out-
side of the classroom have given our children a wonderful 
sense of belonging; everyone feels that they share the same 
commitments.  The parents and children know that they be-
long to a community committed to this important work. 
 Dario is now at a turning point;  he must make im-
portant choices for his life.  I understand that a parent’s 
point of view is not impartial (my family is originally from 
Naples and we say that “ogni scarrafone è bell’ a mamma 
soja”   — or, “everything is beautiful to its mother”), but I 
think that I can say that Dario is healthy, happy, and has a 
positive attitude.  
 And for this I am grateful to all who have worked 
with him over the school years, guiding him in his pursuits 
with competence, attention and, at times, with true affection. 
 

Dario’s Teachers Are  
Most Kind And Generous  

By Rita Marino 

 Hello, good news !! Valeria is going to be one of 
the 38 graduates this coming June and we, her parents, are 
very proud of the results she obtained this year and the 
way she performed in order to reach her goals. 
 It is a very strange moment for us because we are 
happy, worried, and sad at the same time: happy  for her 
graduation which is a step into a new world, worried for 
the decisions and choices she has to make regarding uni-
versity, and sad because she is surely leaving a school that 
is full of motivations and lovely people. 
 Many, many thanks to all the teachers that during 
the seven years Valeria passed at AOSR that gave  her not 
only a cultural teaching but a way of  life teaching also! 
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AOSR Graduate, Pulitzer Prize Winner 
Will Offer Graduates Words of  Wisdom 

 By Dr. Larry Dougherty, Headmaster  
 

 We are pleased and proud to announce that Justin Davidson, who attended AOSR for thir-
teen years and went on to win a Pulitzer Prize, will be the guest speaker at graduation ceremonies on 
June 13. 
 Justin and his family believe that the love of music that he developed as a young student in 
Rome helped set the stage for his successes as a composer, a writer and as a music critic.  
 Justin, the classical music critic for the prestigious Newsday newspaper, won the 2002 Pulit-
zer for his writing about classical music, an interest that began during his years as a student at 
AOSR. 
 After graduating from Harvard, Justin spent a year in Paris on a music fellowship.  He 
moved to New York City and received his Ph.D. from Columbia in music composition.   While a 
graduate student, he commuted from New York to Europe where he supervised the dubbing and sub-
titling of major Hollywood movies into French, German, Italian and Spanish.  He was also a regular 
contributor to the Birnbaum Guides to Europe. 
 Justin says he ended up writing music criticism serendipitously.   
 “I prepared for a career that doesn’t exist…and I wondered if I hadn’t wasted my time… It 
was very hard to find work and I was running out of money,” he told Newsday last year. 
 Justin said he’d decided to look for a position at a record company. The day before the job 
interview, however, he attended a concert of new music and was so moved that he wrote a critique of 
the concert and submitted it to Newsday.  The editors were so impressed that he received several 
freelance assignments and became a full-time employee a year later.   
 “I had categorically ruled out being a music critic… I had no interest… But today I’m grate-
ful to have the opportunity to go to concerts for free.  It’s an extraordinary way to make a living.  
Sometimes I cannot believe that it is me,” he said in an interview with Newsday, which is based in 

Long Island, NY.  
 Mr. Zimmerman, who of course still teaches at AOSR, helped Justin develop more than a 
simple interest in music. Under Mr. Zimmerman’s tutelage,  Justin played the classical guitar and 
composed a string quartet.   
 Since his AOSR days, Justin’s compositions have been performed by chamber orchestras 
and soloists in the United States, Europe and China.  He has received composition awards from the 
American Academy/Institute of Arts and Letters, the Mellon Foundation, Meet the Composer, Co-
lumbia University and the Foundation des Etats-Unis in Paris. 
 Justin was previously a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in 1999 when he was 32 years old.   
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beauty and symmetry of Euclidean geometry, the 
understanding of biology that emerged from the 
discovery of the structure of DNA, the timeless 
reflection on human nature of Shakespeare and the 
rich language and poetic images in Dante’s Inferno. 
Our teachers want you to understand history, litera-
ture, science, foreign languages and music and art 
so you will have an understanding and reverence 
for the past and an intellectual foundation to con-
front the problems and issues that you will face 
throughout your lives.  In preserving and teaching 
about the past, our teachers prepare you to face the 
future. 
 It is this reverence for the past, coupled 
with a questioning attitude in an environment of 
academic freedom which makes teachers both the 
most profound conservatives and the most threaten-
ing revolutionaries.  I hope that you will take these 

special paradoxical qualities with you for the rest 
of your lives.  I hope you retain a respect and un-
derstanding of the past that is grounded in the disci-
plines you studied here.  I hope you will learn from 
the past and create a better world for your genera-
tion and those generations that follow; and I hope 
that like Justin Davidson, you will look back to 
your years at AOSR and acknowledge your teach-
ers for what they have given you. 
 Finally, and most importantly, I hope that 
you are able to create a world outside of AOSR that 
reflects the profound respect for human, religious, 
linguistic and cultural differences that exists in our 
school.  Like the senior classes before you, you 
inherited a very special community and you have 
worked hard to pass this rich tradition on to the 
underclassmen. You leave the community stronger 
than you found it.   I hope you will strive to bring 
this spirit of democratic compassion with you 
wherever you go. 
 I will miss you.   
 
    Godspeed,  
    Dr. Dougherty 

(Continued from page 4)Commencement... 

It is hard to believe that in a few shorts months, 
our son, Zachary, will be 'leaving the nest' and heading 
home to Canada to attend university.  

 Zack came to AOSR in his Junior year and the 
past two years have been memorable ones for 
him.  AOSR opened a whole new world of opportuni-
ties for Zack and has helped to mold him into the 
young man he is today.  

 Zack can be proud of his many accomplish-
ments and contributions to the AOSR community, from 
his academics to participating in three sports teams a 
year, to theatre and the Shakespeare Festival to singing 
in the Chorus, to dedicating his final year as School 
President, and forming and organizing an Athletic 
Council which will benefit students for years to come.  
AOSR has given Zack the opportunity to experience 
many diverse cultures through academics, travel and, 
most importantly, friendships that will last a life time.   

AOSR, its staff, and students will always hold 
a special place in the heart of our son and his desire and 
passion to teach will hopefully someday bring him back 
to the homeland of his grandparents and AOSR, where 
he can make his impression as a teacher and mentor, 
like so many of the staff have been for Zack.  We have 
never been more proud of you, Zack.  Congratulations 
on a job well done!  We love you, Son.   

Zack Returns Now to Canada;  
Vows to be Back to Teach at AOSR! 

By David and Patricia Cavasin 

Maria is Ready 
To Face Future Challenges 

By Mr. and Mrs. Daniel (Eddie) Adams  
La Maddalena, Italy  

 We are the proud parents of one of the 13 
Americans as well as one of 
the 13 students that attended 
AOSR her entire high school 
career. Maria is our second 
daughter to graduate from 
AOSR as well as the Boarding 
School.  
 This has been a won-
derful experience for Maria 
and she is truly ready to face the challenges that await 
her in her chosen university home. Thanks to everyone 
who had a hand in her experiences! 
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2003 High School Awards  
 High School students, teachers, and 
administrators participated in Class Day 
Awards assemblies on June 12 at 9:30 am. To 
determine the recipient of each award, teachers 
and administrators are polled and the awarded 
student learns of his/her selection at this an-
nual ceremony.  These important awards and 
the 2003 recipients are listed below.  
 

Excellence in Academic Progress 
NICCOLÓ FANO 

This award is given to a high school student 
who has show excellent progress in his or her 
total academic endeavors during the current 
academic year.  

Daniel J. Pinto School Service Award 
ZACHARY CAVASIN 

This award is given to a senior student in rec-
ognition of outstanding service to the school.  

Daniel J. Pinto Memorial Scholarship 
HANNAH CEEN 

This scholarship is given to a student in grade 
11 in memory of our former headmaster, 
Daniel J. Pinto, who died tragically in the ser-
vice of the school. The recipient must be a 
holder of a school scholarship who also shows 
the qualities of character, scholarship and 
school service that Mr. Pinto admired.  

Luther B. Kristjansen Scholarship 
IAN HAIGHT 

This scholarship is endowed by the friends and 
co-workers of Luther B. Kristjansen, who died 
while serving as chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of the Overseas School of Rome. His 
courage and dedication are commemorated by 
the scholarship recipient who is a student in 
grade 11 with an above average academic re-
cord and an interested in student affairs.  

Faculty Award for Academic Excellence 
SALVATORE ROMANO 

This award is presented to a senior student 
who has shown a sustained effort and a sincere 
desire for achieving excellence during his or 
her high school career at the American Over-
seas School of Rome.  

Scholar Award 
 NATHAN CLEMENTS-

GILLESPIE 
This award is given to the member of the sen-
ior class who in the judgment of the high 
school faculty and the headmaster best exem-
plifies the ideals and practice of outstanding 
scholarship.  

Peace Through Knowledge Award 
KYRA SETTLE 

This award is presented by the American 
Women’s Association of Rome to an American 
young lady in grade 12 who has shown depth 
of interest and understanding of the Italian lan-
guage, culture and society.  

ECIS Award for International 
Understanding 

FERAS MUSTAFA 
This award is presented to a high school stu-
dent who is a good representative of his own 
country, with a positive attitude towards the 
life and culture of the host country. The candi-
date must be able to converse in at least two 
languages and be a contributing force in the life 
of the school with the ability to bring differing 
people together into a sense of community, 
thus furthering the cause of international under-
standing.  

Harvard Book Award 
HANNAH CEEN 

This award is present to a student who is a 
well-read scholar. The award recipient is se-
lected by the headmaster.  

Fine Arts Award 
NATHALIE STüBEN 

 This prize, awarded by the art, music 
and theatre faculty, will recognize a high 
school student who has shown exceptional 
qualities in the field of the fine arts. Given the 
subjective nature of the artistic spirit, the fac-
ulty’s choice will focus primarily upon the stu-
dent artist who, through a wide range of experi-
ences, offers his or her talent for the delight of 
all but also provides a positive example of the 
artist’s potential for elevating and enriching 
mankind.  
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King's College, London 
Lehigh University 
Loyola University, Chicago 
LUISS 
Lynn University 
Marist College 
New York University 
Old Dominion University 
Pitzer College 
Princeton University 
Ringling School of Art and Design 
Royal Military College 
St. Mary's University (Nova Scotia) 
Sarah Lawrence College 
State University of NY at Binghamton 
Universita Comm. L. Bocconi 
University of Central Florida 
University of Guelph 

American University 
American University of Rome 
Art Academy of Cincinnati 
Barnard College 
Bates College 
Boston University 
Brock University 
Brown University 
Carleton University 
College of the Holy Cross 
Florida Atlantic University 
Florida State University 
Fordham University 
George Mason University 
Hawaii Pacific University 
Jacksonville University 
James Madison University 
John Cabot University 

The AOSR community expresses our warmest congratulations and our best wishes for much success 
and happiness in the next phase of your life.  Throughout high school you established credentials that 
determined your acceptability to institutions of higher learning.   The Class of 2003 exemplifies that 
discipline, responsibility and hard work pay off!  The seniors have been accepted at the following 
colleges/universities: 

Barrack to Go Back ‘Down Under’; Much to Miss!   
By  James and Julie Carle 

Where do the Seniors go from here? 
Donna Ross, Counselor 

 Barrack came to AOSR 3 years ago via Vanu-
atu, New Zealand, Vietnam and Singapore and experi-
enced New Zealand, International, British and Ameri-
can curricula. He spent 6 months in a New Zealand 
venture school in the heart of the rainforest learning 
survival and team skills, while he also learning a great 
deal about himself.  

Despite suffering a lack of continuity in his 
academic history Barrack seemed to pull through when 
it mattered. However, his exposure to multi-cultural, 
multi-lingual, multi-religious and multi-racial condi-
tions in the different countries in which we have lived 
and traveled has given him unique life skills ranging 
from sophisticated modern living to abject poverty (no 
home comforts).  

This has made a deep impression on Barrack, 
who never backs down from instances of injustice to 
his less fortunate friends or himself (usually to his own 
detriment). Whenever peers were in trouble with par-
ents, teachers or friends, Barrack would be available, 
day or night, as a listener or adviser and provide a bed 
and meals at our home until the problems were re-
solved. We are very proud of his social conscious and 
caring nature.  

University of Manchester 
University of Miami 
University of North Carolina at Char-
lotte 
University of North Florida 
University of Nottingham  
University of Ottawa 
University of San Francisco 
University of South Carolina 
University of South Florida 
University of Tampa 
University of the South 
Victoria International University 
Washington University, St. Louis 
Wheaton College 

In his assignments he consistently chal-
lenged the popular view. Whether stock exchanges, 
news, music, history - Barrack would always find a 
Southern Hemisphere alternative - even if it meant 
researching all night. He simply wanted to present 
a view that opened peers and teacher's minds. 
Some loved it, some not. We loved it.  

Barrack developed a wide circle of friend-
ships with AOSR students, teachers, coaches and 
other students in Rome and he will miss these 
dearly. However with modern IT, staying in touch 
is not difficult. Our work continues in Rome, but 
Barrack will return "Down Under" to join his 
brother in furthering his studies.  

We will miss his mischievous nature, his 
humor, his energy, his friends, but NOT his music 
or laundry. New Zealand is marginally closer than 
Antarctica from Rome and USA but the people are 
very friendly and the scenery stunning. Barrack 
would love to see some of you there when he set-
tles into his new life.   

Thank you AOSR and the wider peers for 
your part in honing Barrack's skills in readiness for 
the next chapter in his life. 
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Alessandro Matteucci Grew Up  
at AOSR 

By Emanuela Laurenzi 
 
  My son started AOSR in kindergarten and now he is 
seventeen. Now he is a child of the world because he has 
grown up at AOSR with very different cultures, languages, 
religions, ways of life, ways of thinking.  

I remember wondering about how I could arrange 
his education at “A school of life”, and thought about all the 
different academic points, but we trusted AOSR  to prepare 
our child.  

I am sure of things now.  AOSR was equal to this 
very important challenge. 

Niccolo is Open to  
New Ideas, People 

By Silvia and Daniele Fano 
 
 Niccolò has always been very active, athletic and so-
ciable. Over the years, he has learned to think independently, to 
be proud of himself and of his family and friends. Proud, 
friendly, independent with a good sense of humor, he teamed 
with the right peers when coming  to Rome after being in Ire-
land.   
 Having attended English schools (nursery and Kinder-
garden), Italian school (elementary), Irish (middle school), and 
now graduating from American Overseas School of Rome for 
high school, he has a very well rounded personality and has 
become very balanced and open to new ideas and new people. 

Dan Returned to AOSR for  
Senior Year; “THANKS!” 

By Nelson & Ilana Freeman 
 

 Although we and our children spent one year in 
Rome at AOSR, five years ago, Dan arrived in Rome in late 
August to complete his Senior Year.   He was presently 
surprised to renew old acquaintances with former class-
mates and some teachers. 

Dan is one of two senior class students enrolled in 
the Boarding School Program.  Like many of his piers he 
has lived and studied in a few countries. (China, Israel, It-
aly). 

Dan had a full year of school and a life long ex-
perience to remember this past year.   AOSR has a full pro-
gram of activities, and it is important to note that all can 
participate.  This is especially important in the sports pro-
grams where students of all abilities, through the years, are 
able to participate and compete. 

It was hard enough keeping track of Dan...a soccer 
game in Germany, skiing in northern Italy, maybe the 
Hague this week...up late studying ... finishing the college 
applications. Many thanks to the Ross's!  Dan certainly has 
his boarding program coordinators and boarding parents to 
thank, especially for their efforts in assisting with his col-
lege applications and dealing with his light humor com-
plaints about dorm restrictions. (He will be entering Bates 
College in the fall, and I guess he will not have to check in 
or out with the resident advisor, before heading out on Fri-
day night!) 

AOSR has been a positive experience for Dan and 
could not have happened at a more opportune time.   We 
look forward to seeing some of the graduates and parents 
during our short stay in Rome next week for Graduation. 

  Although Jessica has attended AOSR only 2 1/2 years, 
they have been invaluable ones for her academic and emotional 
progress.  Being   forced  to move 10 times in her 12 school 
years was difficult for her but she overcame most situations 
and benefited from them all.   
 Every time we sent her off to a new school we would 
watch for the signs that she felt  welcomed and appreci-
ated.   Her first week at AOSR  brought the relief we hoped for 
when she returned from school and reported, "The teachers  
here really care about you!"  Surely that sums up her AOSR 
experience the best possible way!   
 We sincerely  thank you for caring! 

Jessica’s Teachers 
Were Caring People  
By Phil and Taffy Federle 

Our daughter, Silvia, was four years old when she came 
to AOSR. She's one of the three students who have spent their 
entire academic career here. Silvia immediately realized that this 
place, this school, was her second home. She really enjoyed 
staying here, in a community where she had some happy days 
and sad ones as well. She became a good friend to students, 
teachers and families and she still keeps touch with those who 
have left. She always speaks fondly of them. 

You have taken care of her needs, her desires and her 
hopes. Year by year, both of us (family and school) helped her 
grow up, mature, and develop her critical skills. Now she is 
graduating. This is a great day for her, for all of you, for all of 
us. For some of us a good part of our life is behind us for Silvia 
and her friends life just lies ahead. You've equipped them with a 
good education. Now they can meet life's challenges better.   We 
really want to say "thank you" to the headmaster, the teachers 
and the entire staff of AOSR. You did a wonderful 
job.                                                

 

Philip Has Dad’s Respect 
By Massimo Brillo 

 
 Philip entered AOSR 15 years ago when he really 
WAS knee high!  I have seen him grow and become a man at 
AOSR.  
 The sharing of his joys, his successes, and his disap-
pointments have filled my heart with the love and respect 
that I have for him today. 

Silvia’s Graduation is a Great Day 
--for All of Us! 

By Giulio and Alida Borrelli 
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Richa :”Friends All Around 
the World” 

By Roopam Gujadhur 
 
 Richa joined AOSR in 7th grade.  The 
young girl I dropped at AOSR in 1997 is a 
young lady now who knows her own mind and 
has a lot of friends all around the world thanks 
to AOSR.  The AOSR experience will definitely 
guide her through her college years.  

Teddy had Best School Year 
Ever! 

By Raymond and Julia Deptula 
 
 Teddy is one of six classmates that came 
to AOSR their senior year.  Needless to say, the 
situation of having a high schooler spend his last 
year in a strange school, any school, was worri-
some to us as parents.  For that reason we chose 
very carefully when we placed Teddy at 
AOSR—a decision that Teddy endorsed.   
 In fact, Teddy has attended three differ-
ent schools over the last three years.  After a 
relatively stable period of three years at a U.S. 
Department of Defense school in Stuttgart, Ger-
many, our family moved to Monterey, California 
for Teddy’s junior year, and finally to Rome. 
 Up through his sophomore year Teddy 
seemed not to have grasped the importance of 
scholastic achievement and therefore rated it 
quite low on his list of life’s priorities. However, 
much to our delight, he suddenly matured and 
flourished with the challenge of attending a new 
school for both his junior and senior years.  If 
nothing else, he is competitive and true to his 
form he finished strong with his best year his last 
a t  A O S R . 
 Teddy is now in the proverbial “catbird’s 
seat” having been accepted to several colleges in 
the United States.  Instead of spinning off into a 
permanent orbit of mediocrity we see that Teddy 
has made a decision to make something of him-
self.   
 At AOSR he has formed strong friend-
ships, participated in competitive sports, chal-
lenged himself scholastically, and most of all 
developed the necessary confidence with which 
to enter the adult world.   
 We will miss Teddy in the house but we 
will enjoy from a distance his progress in col-
lege!   

La maggioranza degli studenti che completano il 
liceo alle scuole  internazionali romane ha almeno un 
genitore non italiano. Il caso di  Dario ed Agnese è 
diverso. E infatti, una domanda che  spesso mi sono  
sentita rivolgere è se avessimo fatto questa scelta solo 
perché  imparassero bene l’inglese. Questa domanda non 
depone bene sulla  valutazione che l’interlocutore potesse 
avere del nostro equilibrio  mentale: l’inglese è stato un 
importante vantaggio, ma non l’unica  motivazione. 

La storia, invece, è andata così: alla nascita di 
Agnese, Dario aveva  circa due anni e mezzo. Volevamo 
che iniziasse l’asilo prima  dell’arrivo di Agnese, perché 
non pensasse d’essere mandato a scuola  per “fare posto” 
a lei. Non fu facile trovare una scuola che ci  piacesse e 
che accettasse un bimbo così piccolo. Alla fine capi-
tammo  in una scuola internazionale, l’International Ac-
cademy, che sembrava  una casa di campagna, con un’at-
mosfera molto familiare. Ci piacque  talmente l’approc-
cio educativo che avevano coi bambini che lasciammo  
Dario e, quando venne il momento, Agnese, anche dopo 
l’asilo. Quando  l’Accademy chiuse, decidemmo di con-
tinuare sulla stessa strada: e  sciegliemmo l’AOSR.  

L’AOSR è stata davvero una scuola internazion-
ale: i miei figli hanno  potuto intrecciare rapporti con ra-
gazzi di diversa provenienza  geografica e culturale. Rap-
porti di amicizia importanti e profondi,  che spesso hanno 
comportato lacrime , per la separazione a fine anno   da 
coloro che andavano a continuare gli studi da qualche 
altra parte. Hanno trovato molti insegnanti generosi nel 
dividere con loro l’amore  per la materia che inseg-
navano; così come molti hanno lavorato  anche  sulla 
costruzione della  personalità degli studenti e sulla loro  
capacità di esprimerla.  

La dimensione quasi da campus, con il contatto 
continuo con studenti e  la disponibilità degli insegnanti 
anche fuori dall’orario delle  lezioni, hanno dato ai ra-
gazzi un piacevole senso di appartenenza,  l’idea di un 
importante lavoro collettivo per uno scopo comune  

Ora Dario è ad un momento di svolta: deve fare 
scelte importanti per  la sua vita. Capisco che l’occhio di 
un genitore non sia imparziale:  io sono di origini napole-
tane, e dalle mie parti si dice che “ogni  scarrafone è bell’ 
a mamma soja” (sono curiosa di vedere la traduzione  di 
questa frase!), ma penso di poter dire che sia un ragazzo 
sano,  sereno, positivo. E di questo devo anche rin-
graziare tutti coloro che  hanno lavorato con lui, accom-
pagnandolo in questo percorso, con  competenza, attenzi-
one e, a volte, con vero affetto.  

   

Dario Appartiene allo  
“Scopo Comune” di AOSR 

By Rita Marino 
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 I wish to extend to you a heartfelt congratula-
tions for finishing all the extra work that this very de-
manding program entails. I am very proud of you. 
 You have not only completed high school , you 
have mastered the task of keeping up with deadlines, 
writing demanding papers, and doing service to the 
community. While you complained, you always deliv-
ered what was requested to the best of your abilities, 
and you are now truly ready for the university work and 
new life that lies ahead. 
 I will always remember you as the first class 
for which I never changed a deadline, and that is truly 
an accomplishment. 
 Your IB coordinator wishes you the very best 
for the future! 
 Vi voglio bene.     
     —-   Belinda Fiochi 

 IB Coordinator 
Compliments Students 

AP Exams: A Stressful Time 
By Hannah Ceen 

  
Editor’s Note: This article is excerpted  from “The Fal-
con Review,” AOSR’s student newspaper, May 2003 
  
 It happens every year! The signs that something 
very important approaches actually start back in April, or 
maybe even in March.  At the beginning of May, certain 
students really start looking more worried, or act more 
frantically. When you see high school students dragging 
themselves into the building looking like they haven’t 
slept for a week, you ask them what’s wrong.  These stu-
dents give you a bleak look and answer with  a single 
sound: “APs!”  
  Some of them disappear for a couple of days dur-
ing one week, and  a few more during another.  Many 
wonder where they have all gone.   Some are sitting in 
the library with a pile of books on the table in front of 
them and hold their head in their hands. Some isolate 
themselves; others take it in stride.   
 The IB students have their exams at the same 
time, but these students tend to look harried all year long, 
so the slight difference in the stress is less noticeable.  Of 
course, there are a few who take BOTH sets of exams.   
 Every AP and IB student longs for the day when 
their exams are over.  It happens every year! 
 

Caro Manlio, 
 Siamo arrivati al giorno fatidico del tuo 
diploma, che pensavo di vivere con altri senti-
menti,in altra situazione.Ma l' orgoglio per il tuo 
successo è solo in parte sopito dalle nostre in-
comprensioni. Che dire? Per un genitore è un 
traguardo bello e importante e mi auguro che ti 
porti a scegliere cose buone e serie per la tua vita 
futura e che le scelte di oggi vadano di pari passo 
con la tua maturazione.  Ricorda che i consigli 
non sono sempre sbagliati! che la vita non è tutta 
"rose e fiori" e spesso I nodi vengono al pettine. 
Le scelte di oggi le ritroverai nel tuo domani.  
  Ti auguro ogni bene. 
  Papà  
 
Dear Manlio, 
 Mi si chiede di scriverti, che responsa-
bilità,e che bella occasione, nel giorno del tuo 
diploma. Bravo!  Hai percorso un bel tratto di 
strada:talvolta facile, tal altra accidentata, ma 
dritta, adesso si svolta!  
 Dove andrai? Ci incontriamo, ci 
vediamo, ci parliamo tutti i giorni, spesso sono 
comunicazioni "di servizio" o magari rimbrotti o 
commenti sui fatti del giorno.  Ora,e lo faccio 
con trepidazione mi si chiede qualcosa di più.  
 Bè, per non diventare pedante con le rac-
comandazioni,  vorrei ricordare come sei ora a 
questi 18 anni ancora da compiere: nelle tue ap-
passionanti partite con tuo fratello Alessandro 
(quanta armonia dopo tanta guerra!) al game-
cube, nel tuo amore devoto ai tuoi amici attendati 
permanentemente sotto una cortina di fumo e di 
musica in camera tua ,nella tua spensiera tezza 
sorniona, nei tuoi riccioli mai domi, nelle tue 
idee-ideali così pugnacemente difese, che vorrei 
spesso darmela a gambe levate piuttosto che in-
traprendere una estenuante logorante e infine per-
dente, battaglia verbale conte.Sei, quel che si 
dice:un polemista! Ma poi per fortuna qualcosa 
resta sia a me, che imparo virtù preziose come la 
pazienza e la comprensione, che a te,che magari 
allarghi i tuoi punti di vista.  
 Perciò che sempre ti accompagni la curi-
osità infantile per il fantastico mondo che ci cir-
conda; l' orgoglio per le cose ben fatte e perchè 
no, ben riuscite; il rispetto per tutte le culture e, 
...Oddio, divento pedante.Un'altra parola sola : ti 
amo, Mamma   

Letters to Manlio 
By Wigi Carbone and Maria Simonini 
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 Each International Baccalaureate Candidate 
must prepare an independently researched “Extended 
Essay” of at least 4000 words, in addition to their 
course work, which is evaluated by an international 
board of examiners, in order to be awarded an IB 
Diploma.  This year’s topics cover quite a range. 
 

Silvia Borrelli, Italian Literature: “Amore and Con-
venienze :le ragioni che portano al matrimonio , 
studiando Una Donna, Maria, e L’Eta del Malessere” 

Philip Brillo, Music History:  “Punk Rock as a So-
cial and Revolutionary Art Form” 

Giacomo De’ Besi, English Literature:  “Comparing 
and contrasting All Creatures Great and Small and 
My Family and Other Animals” 
 
Nathan Gillespie, English Literature: “The 
‘American Abroad’ as depicted by Henry James and 
F. Scott Fitzerald” 
 
Dario Marino, History:  “Was Italian resistance dur-
ing the Second World War limited exclusively to the 
northern regions of Italy?” 
 
Alessandro Matteucci, Italian Literature: 
“Uno Studio su Staccando l'Ombra da Terra di D.Del 
Giudice e I Sentieri dei Nidi di Ragno  di I.Calvino 
— il Processo della Maturazione Personale con le 
Sue Difficoltà e i Suoi Sbocchi Finali”.  
 
Valeria Paravicini, History: “Were the Goals of 
Political Control through Confinement Actually 
Achieved during Fascism?”  
 
Barbara Raccah, Literature: “Quanto per un Essere 
Umano, e’ Fondamentale Seguire I Ruoli e Accettare 
il Destino, Studiando Una Donna e La Storia” 
 
Salvatore Romano, Italian Literature: “What Makes  
a Hero:  Analyzing the Tradition of Chivalry using 
Orlando Furioso and Il Cavaliere Inesistente”  

Punk Rock to Partisans ——  
IB Candidates  

“Extended Essays” Have Range! 
This year, 38 graduates meet the requirements to get 

an AOSR High School Diploma.  In addition to this school 
diploma, nine students are candidates for an International 
Baccalaureate Diploma (to be awarded July 6) and one stu-
dent will also receive an Advanced Placement Diploma 
(APID). 

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma is a 
two year course of study, involving six subject areas.  It is 
based upon the best practices from national systems of educa-
tion around the world.  It was designed to provide students 
from all countries an education credential that could be un-
derstood by universities in any country.  It is a complete cur-
riculum program, and students are enrolled in the IB pro-
gram, and receive an IB Diploma as well as a diploma from 
AOSR. 

In addition to course work (which is evaluated inter-
nally at the school), there are series of exams and a independ-
ently researched “Extended Essay,” which account for 50 to 
80% of the grade.  These exams and essays are evaluated by 
an international board of examiners.  A final award meeting 
for each student takes place in each subject at the IB Assess-
ment center in Wales, Great Britain.   

The IB Diploma is recognized by ministries of educa-
tion and universities in 102 countries.  In addition IB courses 
and exams are recognized for the purpose of advance credit 
and/or placement at over 900 North American colleges and 
universities.  In fact, last year, over 100 post-secondary insti-
tutions granted a full year of credit to students who earned the 
IB Diploma. 

The Advanced Placement (AP) Program is different 
set of courses designed to provide high school students with 
college-level academic courses.  Students who complete AP 
courses demonstrate mastery of a single subject’s material by 
earning qualifying grades on an AP examination.  AP 
courses, with qualifying exam grades, are accepted by most 
American colleges and universities.  An AP International Di-
ploma (APID) is awarded to students who earn AP grades of 
3 or higher on four AP exams.   

This year nine students, including the class valedicto-
rian and salutatorian, are candidates for the IB Diploma, and 
will receive their results on July 6.  The AOSR seniors this 
year are:  Silvia Borrelli, Philip Brillo, Giacomo De’ Besi, 
Nathan Gillespie, Dario Marino, Alessandro Matteucci, 
Valeria Paravicini, Barbara Raccah, and Salvatore 
Romano.  Additionally, eleven seniors took one or more AP 
exams and will receive U.S. university credit, advanced 
placement, or both.  The class valedictorian, Nathan Gilles-
pie, is a candidate for both the IB and the APID, which has 
only been accomplished once, seven years ago, at AOSR --a 
remarkable scholastic achievement! 

Congratulations to these diligent students! 

Some Seniors Will Be 
Awarded AP and IB 

Diplomas, Too! 
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Middle School Sports Day  
Recalls Classical Rivalries 

 The Middle School Sports Day on May 16 
pitted all four teams —-the Trojans,  the Greeks, the 
Romans and the Spartans— in a classical battle of 
games of skill, strength, strategy, and good sports-
manship. The teams were  designed by the Physical 
Education Department to create athletic parity.  
Games ended with the infamous water balloon toss 
— and there wasn’t a dry participant on the competi-
tion field, including the teachers! 
 Close as it all was, at the end of these Olym-
pics, the Greeks brought home the laurel crown. 

ES Sports Day  was a Success! 
By Moshira Zelenka, PTO ES Liason 

 What really happens on Elementary School 
Sports  Why did your little one come home on May 29  
and May 30th  with a different shirt on, ate twice as 
much as usual at dinner, and fell asleep during desert?  
Did you ask him/her about Sports Day?   
 A big thanks to all of the parents and teachers 
who made this annual event possible.  A big thanks, 
too, to Coach Rice for a day of non-competitive fun 
and sportsmanship! 

Every year the Fifth Grade studies a chick embryo unit as 
part of their science curriculum.  Katherine Berton wrote 
the following observations on this year’s hatch  
 

17 Chicks Hatch in Fifth 
Grade 

By Katherine Berton 
 
 When the chicks hatched,  they always made 
the first hole near the air sac.  They then pecked a 
hole around the eff and popped off the top.  Inside the 
egg you could still clearly see the chorion sac and a 
bit of waste.  The membranes and yolk were gone!   

 After a day or two, they got transferred to the 
brooder.  When they arrived they were curious!  They 
looked around and did not seem frightened —-
because they are already accustomed to the noise of 
the Fifth grade while they were inside their shell! 

29 May  9 am                  We had 2 chicks 
 29 May 3:30 pm              We had 12 chicks 
 30 May 9 am                   We had 15 chicks 
 30 May 1 pm                   We had 17 chicks 

 The Leadership Award for Middle School 
Student Council was presented to the following stu-
dents:  
 
STUDENT COUNCIL OFFICERS 
Roisin Agnew, President 
Annika Neumann,Vice President 
Quint Simon, Secretary 
Antonio Tavassi,Treasurer 
 
Melanie Ferguson, Jessica Kingsbury, Jillian 
Kneeland, Filippo Toti, Patrick Wagner, Ales-
sio Daswani, Kara Johnston, Liya Kahan, Lu-
dovico Linari, Kristen Fowler, Maria La Via 
 
 Honored with a special Leadership Award are 
two students who have served as leaders for three con-
secutive years: Christopher Haight and Michela 
Lombardi. 

MS Student Council  
Representatives Honored 

8th Graders Win 
President’s Award 

 The President’s Award for Educational 
Excellence is presented to students in grade 8 by 
the Middle School faculty.  They are selected for 
their academic and co-curricular achievements. 
to receive this prestigious award., which has 
been signed by President George W. Bush.   
 Students receiving this award must have 
a Grade Point Average of 3.5 or higher and they 
must also possess the characteristics of Sports-
manship, Leadership, and Citizenship. 
 It is a great honor to announce the fol-
lowing five students are the recipients of the 
2003 Presidential Award for Educational Excel-
lence:   

Chiara Gambioli 
Christopher Haight 
Michela Lombardi 

Holly Rumpf 
Quint Simon 

All-School News 
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PTO Awards High School  
Academic Letters 

PTO Elects Officers  
 

 On Tuesday, June 3 at the end-of-year PTO 
luncheon, PTO members unanimously elected the 
following officers for the 2003-2004 school year: 
Hope Moore, President (returning for the second 
time, much to everyone's delight); Sabine Neumann, 
Vice President; Carol Atwood, Treasurer; and Fran-
cesca Kelly, Secretary. 

The PTO, or Parent Teacher Organization, is 
a group of volunteer parents and teachers who organ-
ize activities that support and expand the programs of 
the school. Meetings are held on the first Monday of 
each month, and all parents are invited to participate. 
If you're new, joining the PTO is a terrific way to feel 
involved and make friends!  Meet the group at the 
Morning Coffee in September. 

PTO, AOSR Community 
Bid Fond Farewell 

To Barbara and Cam 
 

 Barbara Faidley has been associated with AOSR 
since 1983 — as a parent first, then teacher.  In fact, she 
is called by some of the long-term support staff at the 
school, “Mamma Maestra.” As PTO Treasurer and May-
fair bursar, she has been an invaluable volunteer; as a 
pre-kindergarten teacher, she has been much loved.  She 
and her husband, LeVern,  have also established and 
endowed an annual athletic award.  Barbara and LeVern 
will be missed as they transition back to Iowa! 
  Cam Rossie has kept all of us informed about 
the activities in the lives our children at AOSR.  As edi-
tor of the Falcon Flyer and as PTO Secretary, she leaves 
big shoes to fill when moves to Austin, Texas, this sum-
mer.   Keep in touch, Cam!  

     The AOSR Parent Teacher Organization is 
pleased to announce its continued sponsorship of 
the Academic Letter award for academic 
achievement which began during the 1992-93 
school year. 
     The Academic Letter represents consistent 
academic excellence and is awarded to students 
maintaining a 3.50 GPA for a minimum of two 
consecutive semesters of attendance at AOSR.  
An Academic Letter is awarded after the first two 
consecutive semesters.  After each additional two 
consecutive semesters the student receives a 
Lamp of Knowledge pin to place on their letter. 
     The following students have met these re-
quirements, as of noon, June 11, 2003:  
 
 
 
9th Grade 
Raffaello AMOROSI - Earned Letter 
Marin Jo FINERTY - Earned Letter 
Edoardo LINARI - Earned Letter 
Giulia MERLO - Earned Letter 
Maria Anna MURMURA - Earned Letter 
Raya MUSTAFA - Earned Letter 
Katharine NAULT - Earned Letter 
Rotem TANNE - Earned Letter 
Sabrina TRIGLIA - Earned Letter 
Andrés Felipe VELAZQUEZ - Earned Letter 
Zhichao YI - Earned Letter 
 

10th Grade 
Ettore CANESTRI - Earned 1st pin 
Sebastián MOYA - Earned Letter 
Gabriele RACCAH - Earned 1st pin 
Elisa RUSSO - Earned 1st pin 
Federico SODDU - Earned 1st pin 
 
11th Grade 
Hannah CEEN - Earned 2nd pin 
Lavinia DEL BIANCO - Earned 1st pin 
Methiya FUANG-ARROM - Earned Letter 
Danai GIWA - Earned Letter 
Ian HAIGHT - Earned 1st pin 
Annalisa KELLY - Earned 1st pin 
James KINGSBURY - Earned Letter 
NaHyun LEE - Earned Letter 
Luca MONTESI - Earned Letter 
Paolo MURMURA - Earned 2nd pin 
Shikha PRASHAD - Earned Letter 
Christine SKODON - Earned Letter 
Valentina SQUITIERI - Earned Letter 
M.Oguzhan TULUN - Earned Letter 
 
12th Grade 
Niccolò FANO - Earned Letter 
Jessica FEDERLE - Earned Letter 
Nathan GILLESPIE‹ Earned 2nd pin 
Alia KHOGIA - Earned Letter 
Salvatore ROMANO - Earned 2nd pin 
Pietro SCHIAVO - Earned 1st pin 
Kyra SETTLE - Earned Letter 
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 Student athletes, their coaches, managers, 
the AOSR administration and families celebrated a 
wonderful season of sportsmanship at a semi formal 
dinner, organized by AOSR Athletic Department 
Chairperson, Sandra Cozzi, on May 27.  The cafete-
ria itself looked quite formal, with tableclothes and   
flower arrangements  .   
 The year’s tournaments’ and the highlights  
of the fall sports of volleyball and cross country, the 
winter sports of cheerleading, men’s basketball and 
wrestling, and the spring sports of soccer and tennis 
were recounted with humor and sentimentality by 
each sports team’s coach and team captain.. 
 Almost 100 high school students participated 
in the interleague play this year.  For students to par-
ticipate in these sports activities, they must maintain 
a minimum GPA and have had a academically suc-
cessful prior semester. Coaches and administration 
support this sports program aggressively but equally 
emphasize academic responsibility and achievement.  
Even though many of these students travel hours on 
Pullman buses to tournaments all over Italy during 
the regular season and often sleep on classroom 
floors at the host schools, they must accomplish all 
schoolwork without excuse and in a timely manner.  
 Each coach recognized the team’s Most 
Valuable  Player (MVP), Most Improved Player 
(MIP), and gave a “Coach’s Award” for team spirit.  
All the coaches together decided upon the prestig-
ious All-School Awards for Scholar Athlete, Athlete 
of the Year, Falcon of the Year and the Faidley 
Sportsman Award with input from the Headmaster 
and Principal. 
 In addition, Philip Brillo was recognized by 
the basketball coaches for the tee shirt he had de-
signed commemorating the season.  The audience 
laughed and applauded the humorous design.  A Spe-
cial Award was also given to Tony Castelli, which 
recognized his steadfast support of all AOSR sports 
teams and athletes throughout his academic career.  
 All of our student athletes were and are to be 
commended! 

Scholar Athlete of the Year 2003 
Salvatore Romano (Class of 2003) 
Katherine Nault (Class of 2006) 

 
These candidates  have participated in at least two Varsity 
sports and can be from any high school grade.  The candidates 
selected must have the highest GPA among all athletes 
(minimum of 3.3) throughout the year.  In addition, these indi-
viduals must have strong athletic skill. 

Athlete of the Year 2003 
Alexandre Lafrechoux (Class of 2003) 

Vanessa Ananiades (Class of 2003) 
 
These candidates have participated in three Varsity sports and 
shown outstanding athletic ability in all three sports.  These 
candidates can be from any high school grade.   

Falcon of the Year 2003 
Zachary Cavasin (Class of 2003) 

Tamara Djurdjevic (Class of 2004) 
 
These candidates have participated in three Varsity or Junior 
Varsity sports.  They can be from any high school grade. They 
must have good athletic ability and embody the spirit of the 
school by showing enthusiasm, demonstrating excellent sports-
manship and determination in all three sports.   

Faidley Sportsman Award 
Alexandre Lafrechoux (Class of 2003) 

 
Presented to individuals who exemplify a sportsman, defined 
as “one who plays fairly and wins or loses gracefully” and 
who, through their athletic achievement, have brought honor 
to their sport, their school and themselves. It is awarded to  
Senior athletes who have excelled at the varsity level and 
demonstrated leadership in their chosen sport.  Participating in 
at least 6 AOSR sports teams at the varsity level, this individ-
ual must have served as Captain or Co-captain of a team for a 
minimum of three seasons, placing first, second or third as an 
individual and/or as part of an AOSR sports team within the 
American Schools of Italy League (ASIL) or being named to 
the ASIL all-conference or all-tournament team, all the while 
maintaining a minimum GPA of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 scale, 
and being confirmed by the school administration as having 
set an example of sportsmanship and good character..  This 
endowed award included presentation of a personal plaque 
and entry of the recipient’s name on a permanent plaque at the 
school.  

Sports Banquet Honors Athletes, Coaches 
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Soccer 2003 A REMARKABLE 
YEAR FOR AOSR 

SPORTS 
By Dr. Larry Dougherty, Headmaster 

 
 At the annual Sports Banquet held on 
Tuesday, May 28th, it was quite clear that this 
was one of the best years ever for the athletes of 
AOSR.  The year started off with a bang, as the 
cross-country team and the boys’ volleyball 
team went from one triumph to the next.  The 
boys’ volleyball team had a perfect season—
they were undefeated in all league competitions.  
While they ended up third in the tournament, 
their overall season was fantastic. 
 Captain Tony Castelli, who won race 
after race all season long, led the cross-country 
team.  At the Mediterranean Championships he 
followed a blistering pace set by Naples’s High 
School’s number one runner and sprinted past 
him to the finish line to take first place.  Mean-
while, Katia Trukhanova set a personal best at 
the Mediterranean Championships and her time 
qualified her for the European Championships 
as well.  Tony took second place at the Euro-
pean Championships in a cold, wet and muddy 
course.  He had the highest ranking of any 
AOSR runner ever, as far as we know.  Katia 
placed 30th among the top one hundred girl run-
ners in Europe. 
 The boys and girls basketball teams 
both fared extremely well this year.  The boys 
defeated Aviano in the tournament—which is 
almost impossible to do on the Aviano home 
court!  It was the upset of the tournament.  The 
boys’ aggressive play, good passing and excel-
lent shooting earned them a third place finish.  
Not to be outdone, the girls defeated three 
teams on the way to the semi-finals in the play-
offs and they also won third in the tournament.  
This was the highest finish of any AOSR girls’ 
basketball team. 
 AOSR’s wrestling team was one of the 
most competitive in the Mediterranean Champi-
onships.  With only five wrestlers, the squad 
placed third as all five competitors won med-
als—two gold medals,  two silver medals and 
one bronze medal.   If AOSR had had more 
wrestlers across all the weight classes, the team 
would have been in the hunt for the champion-

(Continued on page 19) 

       By Dario Marino, 
AOSR Men’s Soccer Captain  
 
 This year, like all the past ones, An-

drea Desideri drew up his soccer team with 
the same genius and the same cleverness that 
whoever has stayed at AOSR for a few years 
has learned is innate in this man.  

This year’s team was formed by the 
arrangement of unique individuals; Italians, 
Americans, Africans, Malaysians, Canadians, 
Greeks, Russians.  Each individual in this 
team is essential to the formation of the group. 
Each component is completely different from 
another, both physically and culturally, in 
contrast to the members of the teams we have 
played against in the bases in Italy and Ger-
many.  In our team, each unique individual 
has a precise function. The strength of the 
group comes from the complexity of each of 
the functions carried out at the right time and 
in the right place, by every single player. 

A basic undeniable ingredient of this 
team is skill, but skill on its own is not enough 
to make a team as successful and united as 
this one. Such a heterogeneous mixture of 
exuberant young men must be molded to-
gether by a much stronger force that allows a 
perfect understanding and an essential feeling 
between its members; this ingredient is friend-
ship.  

The final product of the mixture of 
these ingredients is the highly competitive and 
explosive team of the AOSR soccer boys of 
the season 2003. How can a team like this one 
not be victorious? Believe me, it has to. 

The AOSR soccer boys team, lead by 
the genius of our coach Andrea, has first won 
the title of “Mediterranean Champions” at the 
tournament organized by Marymount in 
Rome. Then, ranking first, our team qualified 
for the European tournament in Germany, 
where the boys heroically won the first two 
matches playing without three starting players 
who were taking IB examinations in Rome.  
Even without them the team went to the semi-
finals. Ultimately, AOSR defeated the ex-
European champions of Milan in the finals, by 
6-3. 

The AOSR Soccer Boys conquered 
the title of European Champions once again, 
bringing the First-place trophy away from Mi-
lan, and back to the capital city, where it has 
been for four of the last five years. 
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2002-2003 Sports Awards   

MEN’S VOLLEYBALL        
Andrea Desideri, Coach 
 
MVP   Alexandre Lafrechoux 
MIP               Marianito Mabutas 
Coach’s Award  Paolo Murmura 
 
WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL   
Alessandra Cozzi, Coach 
Maria Adams, Manager 
 
MVP   Tamara Djurdjevic 
MIP   Marin Jo Finerty 
Coach’s Award Maria Adams 
 
MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY 
Joe Miller and  
Carlyn Zaniboni ,Coaches   
Jessica Federle and Dashiell Renaud, Managers 
 
MVP    Tony Castelli 
MIP   Ian Haight 
Coach’s Award Joshua Kneeland 
 
WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY  
Joe Miller and  
Carlyn Zaniboni ,Coaches  
Jessica Federle and Dashiell Renaud, Managers 
 
MVP    Katia Trukhanova 
MIP   Patricia Kelly-Schmutz 
Coach’s Award Hanna Ceen,  
   Annalisa Kelly 
 
CHEERLEADING  
Jennifer Creed, Coach 
 
MVP    Chantle Clark 
MIP   Erika Nehls 
Coach’s Award Hayley Heinken 
 
 
 
 
 

WRESTLING   
Steven Steinman, Coach 
Shauntae Nielson, Manager 
 
MVP and Fastest Pin      Derek Nehls 
MIP                              Howard Stugard 
Coach’s Award      Marco Sperti 
 
MEN’S BASKETBALL 
Phil Davis, Ray Ross, and Dennis Uyenoyama, Coaches 
Jessica Federle, Manager 
 
MVP    Alexandre Lafrechoux 
MIP    William Kelly 
Coach’s Award  Evangelos Kaminis 
 
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL      
Kieran Canter, Coach 
Stephanie Bittner-Buddenbrock and Claire Sensi, Managers 
 
MVP  Vanessa Ananiades, Katie Nault 
MIP  Lynn Engesaeth, Tamara Djurdjevic 
 
 

TENNIS    
Kieran Canter, Coach 
Linn Engesaeth, Manager 
 
MVP    Barrack Carle 
    Katia Trukhanova 
MIP    Nicholas Wallen 
    Tjasa Volk 
Coach’s Award  Sean Satterwhite 
    Anna Grasso 
 

WOMEN’S SOCCER 
Alessandra Cozzi and Donald Pirozzi, Coaches 
Roma Rispoli, Manager 
 
MVP    Katie Nault 
MIP    Tamara Djurdjevic 
Coach’s Award  Vanessa Ananiades 
 
MEN’S SOCCER   
Andrea Desideri, Coach 
 
MVP    Giulio Caperchi 
MIP    Andrew Yasno 
Coach’s Award  Salvatore Romano 
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AOSR Men Soccer Players Awarded 
All-Conference, All Tournament Honors 

 Soccer coaches from all schools participating in the 2003 Tournament and Championship play 
were polled at the end of each event to determine which of the tournament players should be recog-
nized for the 2003 Tournament and Championship honors in Rome on May 15-17 and European 
Championship in Heidlelberg Germany, on May 22-24.  The AOSR Men’s Soccer players awarded for 
the 2003 tournaments are: 
 
Nicolo Fano  All-Conference, All-Tournament 
Alex Lafrechous All-Conference, All-Tournament, All-Tournament Europe 
Davide Lelli  All-Tournament Europe, Most Valuable Player Europe 
Dario Marino  All-Conference, All-Tournament 
Paolo Murmura All -Conference, All-Tournament, All-Tournament Europe 
Veriz Shamsudin All-Tournament Europe 

Sports Briefs 
With Doug Kneeland 

At the annual AOSR sports banquet, Head-
master Larry Dougherty called the 2002-03 school 
year the best overall sports performance in his 8 
years at AOSR.  Sports fans who watched these tal-
ented girls and boys compete week after week were 
not surprised by Larry’s comments. 

AOSR fields six girls teams and six boys 
teams in various sports.  All 12 teams finished the 
season in the top half of the league, which comprised 
ten teams in most sports; 8 teams in Italy and 2 teams 
from Turkey.  The Falcon record was an incredible 
accomplishment for one of the smaller high schools 
in the league. 

The Falcons started off strong when Tony 
Castelli and Katia Trukhanova won the boys and 
girls individual races in the District cross country 
championships in Rome in October.  The young Fal-
con teams finished 3rd and 4th respectively.  Tony 
went on to place 2nd in the European finals out of 75 
runners, running a personal best and losing by only 5 
seconds in some of the worst weather conditions 
imaginable.  Katia placed in the top third in Europe 
for girls. 

In volleyball, both the boys and girls came 
within an eyelash of making it to the finals, losing 
close semi-final games at the District championships 
at Vicenza.  The Falcon boys ended up third and the 
girls placed fourth. In basketball, the Falcon boys 
started the season by humbling perennial powerhouse 

Aviano in the first game of the season.  The boys ended 
up in 5th place after suffering multiple injuries to key 
players in the league tournament at Aviano.  The girls 
came through in the clutch to beat crosstown rival Mary-
mount in the consolation game to place third in the 
league. 

The AOSR wrestling team won two gold med-
als and two silvers in the District competition, which 
was amazing considering the Falcons only had five 
wrestlers.  The girls cheerleading team performed at a 
very high level and were one of the top teams in the dis-
trict as well. 

In the Spring season, both the boys and girls 
tennis teams had strong performances, and the Falcons 
reached the finals of the district tournament in all four 
competitions: girls and boys singles, and girls and boys 
doubles.  Alas, the Falcons lost all four final matches to 
Aviano including a few tie-breakers to place second 
both in girls and boys tennis. 

And last but hardly least, the Falcons continued 
to dominate Europe in boys soccer, beating rival Milan 4 
 0 in the district finals, and beating them again 6  3 in the 
European finals.  This was the fourth European champi-
onship for the Falcons in the past five years.  The girls 
placed third in the District, losing only one game in 
league competition and one game in the tournament. 

Congratulations to the student athletes, the 
managers, the coaches and the parents who made this 
year in sports one to remember! 

Falcons Have "Best Sports Year in Memory" 
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ship.  Captain Derek Nehls not only won a 
gold medal in the Mediterranean Champion-
ships; he was a gold medal winner in Europe 
as well. 
 The tennis team and the girls and boys 
soccer teams had terrific seasons as well.  A 
very strong tennis team led by Barrack Carle 
and Katia Trukhanova came in second in the 
Mediterranean championships.  Virtually 
every AOSR individual and doubles team 
made it to the finals.  The girls’ soccer team 
repeated the unprecedented triumph of the 
girl’s basketball team and came in third in the 
Mediterranean Championships—their highest 
placement ever.  The boys soccer team won 
the Mediterranean championship  and went on 
to defeat every team they played in the Euro-
pean Championships.  The AOSR Falcons 
have won the European Championship four 

out of the last 
five years.  
Last year was 
the only year 
they did not 
win, and they 
came in sec-
ond.  The vic-
tory this year 
was truly a 

team effort, as three of the starters went to the 
tournament a day late as they were taking IB 
exams.  As always, even with the perennial 
winner in the ASIL, academics are the highest 
priority.   The squads from AOSR and Milan 
received top billing in the Stars and Stripes, 
the Department of Defense newspaper that 
reported on the European competition.  It is 
the second year in a row that AOSR and Milan 
met for the championship in  
Europe. Our athletes won countless all confer-
ence, all tournament as well as all European 
awards as well.  These are listed elsewhere in 
this edition of the Falcon Flyer. 
 The women’s volleyball team quali-
fied for the semi-finals at the Mediterranean 
Tournament and missed out in playing the fi-
nal by 2 sets to 2 and the last 16-14 point 
against the Turkish team, Incirlik.  Immedi-
ately following this intense game they played 
for third and fourth place and ended up with 
an honorable fourth place out of ten  teams. 

(Continued from page 16) A Remarkable Year... 

Un volo di cappelli. Tanti, verso il cielo. 
Mi parlano di speranza, di gioiae di paura. Come un 
volo di uccelli liberi: il domani, comunque, siete voi. 
.Simboli felici, quei cappelli tutti eguali. La scuola 
vi lascia, la vita vi abbraccia.  Ma tra quei cappelli, 
in quel volo di uccelli, ne riconosco uno.  

Per me è il più bello e’ non ha eguali: ti 
abbraccio, Ludovica, e in quella stretta abbraccio 
tutti gli uomini e le donne di domain.  Hai vissuto 
questi anni con l'intensità e la trepidazione della tua 
età, con l'intelligenza e la sensibilità che io conosco, 
con la tua voglia di capire e di imparare: attraverso i 
tuoi occhi ho vissuto la tua scuola e la tua maturazi-
one.  

Un grazie a chi ti ha aiutato e forse anche a 
chi ti ha fatto soffrire. Grazie alla AOSR, al preside 
e ai tuoi professori. Hai avuto tanto: sapra1 usarlo.  
Sei bella da morire oggi, Lulù.  

Vola: vola, alto e lontano. 

“Lulu,Hai Vissuto Questi Anni 
con L’Intensita’!” 

By Carlo Brienza 

DECLAMATION  
CERTIFICATES AWARDED ON 

FRIDAY, JUNE 13 
 
 Every year, in the fall, each stu-
dent in the 11th grade English classes 
prepare a poem to be recited —- but 
NOT performed! —- in front of the 
class.  Students choose a work “of lit-
erary merit” and recite with their hands 
behind their back.  The best ten of 
these is then presented to the entire 
school, and a panel of teachers ranks 
the recitations and awards a certificate 
of merit.  The 2002-2003 Declamation 
Awards were presented during the 
High School Awards ceremony on Fri-
day, June 13 to: 

Hannah Ceen 
Ian Haight 

Trillian Gregg 
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 Tucked away in the country side, just outside 
of Rome, is a little town called Licenza which over-
looks the ancient villa that was once the Latin poet, 
Horace's, escape from the busy city of Roma Antica. 
 The remains of the walls and mosaic floors still evoke 
the image of Horace's peaceful estate. 
      This past month our Latin class took their yearly 
trip over the river and through the woods  to Horace's 
enchanting villa.  As we entered the 
property, we found restoration engineers working dili-
gently away at the mosaics.  We then took a walk 
around the perimeter, through the cool shade of oak 
trees.  We found the original entrance to be overgrown 
with vegetation.  Around the corner we explored the 
ruins of what once was an aquarium.    
 A short stroll up the hillside brought us to 
Horace's acclaimed fountain of Bandusiae.  The cool, 
flowing waterfall was a glorious sight on a scorching 
day. 
      After we had finished our adventure through the 
remains of the villa, we ventured over to town to see 
the museum.  After a long walk up (and up and up!), 
through the village and being chased by a very angry 
midget dog, we 
reached the museum.  Inside we found interest in the 
partially recovered mosaics and frescoes as well as 
fragments of ancient statues. 
      To conclude our excursion, we had a relaxing 
lunch at the local Italian restaurant.  We feasted upon 
delicious food and spoke of the days events. This villa 
is indeed a peaceful escape as Horace wrote in his 
poem, 
“ O fons Bandusiae, splendidior vitro, dulci digne 

mero non sine floribus!” 

This is a summary of our annual HS Latin class field trip 
to 

Horace's Villa 
O Fons Bandusiae! 
by Christine Skodon 

Each year, the Third Grade goes to Paestum and its environs in 
May. 

The Paestum Trip  

By Aaron Berton 
 

 The Paestum trip was cool. I had to room with Jay, 
Levi and Ever.  The first thing we did was go to Hercula-
neum.  We saw baths, bars and shops.  I liked the baths.  They 
first would walk into a dressing room.   They had shelves that 
you would put your clothes on the there were holes in the ceil-
ing where water would come down to wash the clothes that are 
on the shelves.  Cool huh?   
 There were also bars.  The bars had a table with pots in 
it.  The pots would contain olives, wine, and other little 
snacks.  You would just take them out of the pot and pay for 
them.  At the shops you could only look inside them.  You 
weren't allowed to go inside them.  After that we went to the 
hotel.  It was nice, but the rooms were a bit small.   
 Outside there was a beach and a private park.  At the 
park there was ping pong and bowling.  There were lots of trees, 
that grew pinecones and pine needles.  The next day we went 
shopping I bought a skull, a tall statue and a necklace but I'm 
not wearing it right now so I can't draw it.   
 Then we went to a museum.  It had pots and urns.  We 
had a notebook to write about our trip and I wrote a paragraph 
taking away a whole page about it.  In the museum we saw a 
tomb that was taken a part.  The cover of the tomb showed a 
man leaping into water.  They meant to show him leaping into 
his new life.  On the way out we looked at the tallest pot made 
by the Greeks. 
 Late at night my room had a party.  Levi brought Dori-
tos, Fruit by the Foot and lollipops.  Ever stole my Fruit by the 
Foot, but I took it back when he was sleeping.  I thought the 
Paestum trip was fun. 

Notes from the Field 

AOSR Student Joins 
Global Youth Leadership 
Conference This Summer 

 Robert Peterson, AOSR Class of 2004, will join 
350 other students from around the world in Washington, 
D.C., this summer for the Global Youth Leadership Confer-
ence.  This organization has been hosting teenagers and 
professional leadership in weeklong sessions since 1985. 
 Congratulations, Robert! 

THE SECOND GRADE RELIVES 
EGYPTIAN LIFE 

 
 “Everyday Life in Ancient Egypt” really 
looked interesting —- at least as presented by the sec-
ond grade in their annual Egyptian extravaganza on 
Tuesday, June 10.  The little ones depicted, in a series 
of skits, “Working in the Fields,” “A Stone Quarry,” 
”Boats on the Nile,” “Mummification.,” “The Judg-
ment Hall,” and (where the big costumes came into 
play!), “Pharaoh's Palace.”    
 The sets, painted by the children, were remark-
able.  This annual play is the culmination of an inte-
grated social science and art curriculum (some of the 
paintings in the Villa came from this class and opther 
second grade classes before it!). 
 As luck would have it, this class got to use the 
beautiful atmosphere in the Cafeteria which, four days 
before, had been the site of the Middle School Prom,—
whose theme was Ancient Egypt!—which made every-
thing really special! 
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Drunkards and Kings:  “The Tempest” 
 An AOSR tradition since 1963, the open-air Shakespeare Festival in the 
Hillside Theater has a cult following —- and this year’s opening night performance 
will add to its allure! 
 Students, parents and teachers as well as alumni and Cassia neighbors in the 
audience saw the High School thespians offer their interpretation of “The Tempest,” 
Shakespeare's classic tale of storms, spirits, sorcery, monsters, maidens and ship-
wrecked scheming noblemen.  And for the May 30 evening’s performance, with im-
peccable timing, it thundered and rained “on cue” (give the Special FX team an “atta 
boy!”) which added realism to the staged storm! 
 Cottie Ceen, AOSR Art History teacher and drama coach, inspired  the 23-
member cast and audience, with a perfectly timed “Come away, Servant.  Come!” at 
the end of Act I, Scene 2, just as the heavens opened.  Players and audience reassem-
bled in the indoor auditorium, packing sets, props, musical instruments and all the 

costume changes, and the entertainment continued.  “That part was easy!” said Cottie.  “The hard part was working out 
the rehearsal schedule to accommodate the complicated HS IB/AP exam, the in- and out-of-town sports tournaments, 
and a particularly challenging holiday schedule this year,” during the six-week play production.  “Kudos to Matthew 
Tupper who did a great job on inventive (and surprisingly moveable!) sets,” she said., “and to Katherine Provonsil for 
the original music and laser-sharp timing!” 
 All were ready for a venue change the next evening if there had been a change in barometric pressure, but the 
weather was perfect —- as was the entertainment! 

“We are Such Stuff as Dreams are Made On”;  
40th Anniversary of the AOSR 

Shakespeare Festivals 

“The Tempest”  

Directed by Cottie Ceen 
Sets by Matthew Tupper;  Original Music by Katherine Provonsil 

Alonso, King of Naples         Gigi Grosso 
Sebastian, his brother     Kyra Settle 
Prospero, the right Duke of Milan       Ian Haight 
Antonio, his brother (the usurping Duke of Milan) Marco Sperti 
Gonzalo, an honest old councilor   Dash Renaud 
Francisco      Patrick Mooney 
Caliban, a savage deformed slave   Zack Cavasin 
Trinculo, a jester     Ry Finerty 
Stephano, a butler     Enea Sacco 
Boatswain      Federico Soddu 
Mariners      Chris Haight, Will Kelly,  
       Ry Finerty, Patrick Mooney 
Ferdinand, son of Alonso    John Holden 
Miranda, daughter to Prospero   Alessia Fiochi 
Ariel, an airy spirit     Hannah Ceen 
Iris       Nicole Halloran 
Ceres       Maria Adams 
Juno       Kyra Settle 
Nymphs      Anna Grasso, Annalisa Kelly 
Reapers      Chris Haight, Will Kelly 
Monsters      Andrew Ceen, Brian Miller, Joe Miller 

Christine Skodon  and Shikha Prashad were the Stage Managers 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL’S  
STAR-CROSSED  

LOVERS ON STAGE 
By Doug Kneeland 

Shakespeare, 
Strings and Songs 
 On Friday, May 30, the HS Music 
Department performed a “Concert for Shake-
speare”  at the Hillside open-air theater at the 
school during AOSR’s 40th annual Shake-
speare Festival.  Roy Zimmerman, celebrat-
ing his 30th (!) performance in the school’s 
Shakespeare Festival,  directed the HS En-
semble as they performed a Giovanni Gab-
rieli Canzone, William Brade’s “Concerto N. 

5”, and Henry Purcell’s “Chacony.”    
 The concert featured instruments old 
and new, plugged and unplugged.  The music 
from all the instruments blended perfectly 
and seemed to inspired the Hillside birds to 

sing even more loudly!  
 The HS Chorus followed with two 
selections from Robert Johnson, “Where the 
Bee Sucks” and “Full Fathom Five Thy Fa-
ther Lies,” which were actually written to be 
performed with the original production of 
Shakespeare’s “The Tempest.”  These were 
followed by John Dowland’s “Can She Ex-
cuse my Wrongs?,” Henry Purcell’s “If Mu-
sic Be the Food of Love”, and William Hayes 
”Wind, Gentle Evergreen.”   
 The chorus is directed by Oscar 
Reale. 
  

High School Ensemble 
 

Annie Kelly  Flute 
Christine Skodon Clarinet 
Natalie Stuben  Alto Sax 
Nicole Borunda  Trumpet 
Sebastian Moya  Violoncello 
Anna Grasso  Keyboard 
Eriko Nishio  Keyboard 
JR Mabutas  Electric Guitar 
Ilai Nadler  Electric Guitar 
Ian Haight  Electric Bass 
Kevin Vargas  Electric Bass 

High School Chorus 
 
Ana Almour           Katica Nadvegi 
Jacques Barbot          Shauntae Nielson 
Hanna Ceen           Danielle Nirgad 
Anna Konolova          Kyra Settle 

 Arguably the most famous play in history, 
Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet” is a powerful tale of 
love, death and reconciliation.  More than half of the 
AOSR middle school students, some 62 students in all, 
participated in three wonderful performances of Shake-
speare¹s timeless tragedy at the AOSR hillside theatre 
under Kip Hendry¹s inspired direction during the 40th 
anniversary of AOSR’s Shakespeare Festival. 
 Trevor Weinstein was impressive in his por-
trayal of Romeo.  Quint Simon played an enchanting 
Juliet.  The star-crossed lovers were supported by 
35other students with speaking or dancing parts, in-
cluding Sabina Abdullaeva and Jillian Kneeland as 
Juliet¹s parents; and Dana Frankental and Liya Kahan 
as Lord and Lady Montague. 
 Kip brought in his brother Aaron, a profes-
sional stunt man, to help stage the massive brawl fea-
turing 25 students, as well as realistic sword fights fea-
turing Aaron Dungca as Mercutio, Nick Darmanin as 
Tybalt, and Karim Zelenka as Benvolio. 
 As is often the case with plays in middle school 
and high school, there are more parts for boys but more 
of the serious actors are girls.  This is a problem easily 
solved with a moustache painted on here and 
there.  Annie Neumann was a credible Friar Lawrence; 
Nina van de Does de Willebois played Romeo¹s arch-
rival Paris; and Caroline van der Does de Willebois 
played Prince Escales. 
 Scene after scene was stolen by the hilarious 
Roisin Agnew as the Nurse who tried unsuccessfully to 
keep Juliet away from Romeo and to keep both of them 
o u t  o f  t r o u b l e .    
 Other players included Ximena Velasquez as 
Cousin Capulet; Elena Testi as Sampson; Maria La Via 
as Gregory; Yael Rafaeli as the Apothecary; Kai 
Maness as Friar John; Elif Baba as the Page to Paris; 
Chiara Gambioli as Balthazar; Christopher Haight as 
Cristiano; and Tyler Otte as Tylerio. 
 Servants to the House of Capulet included 
Melanie Ferguson, Jessica Kingsbury, Patrik Wagner, 
Shira Gazit, Tom Nirgad, and Arielle Weinstein. Noble 
women and dancers included Adi Shcachar, Elif Baba, 
JiaYi Want, Liya Kahan, Marina Pozzan, Nina Castelli, 
Sohila Abd el Gabbar, and Yael Rafaeli. 
 The Brawling Gangs were played by Flaminia 
Belli, Oreste Bocco, Javier Elkin, Kristin Fowler, 
David Grosso, Jessica Racca, Yara Mintad, Alex 
Smith, Sarah Nardini, and Alex Piscina. 
 Behind the scenes, Stephanie Bittner, Brianna 
Denison and Micky Lombardi were responsible for or-
ganizing the confusion as stage managers.  
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“The Gigo Effect” has 
AOSR Premiere,  

Starring Fifth Graders 
 
 A delightful pairing of high-tech comedy and 
good old fashioned musical theater describes the an-
nual AOSR Fifth Grade play, performed on May 15 
and 16 at the school.  A play in ten acts, this produc-
tion featured 31 actors, some in multiple roles.  

Teachers Christine Hogan and 
Patricia Mendler were assisted 
by eight students and four stu-
dent technicians, as well as a 
parent, Floria ConteDuca, as 
Choreographer/Dance Coach 
and Elisa Bruno and Mrs. 
Foco, who did the costumes.   

 It was great fun. 

“The Gigo Effect” 
 

Written by Grace Hawthorne 
Music by John F. Wilson 

 
 

Announcer   Stefano Canzio 
Steve    Shahar Nof-Agam 
Lucy    Cassandra Smith 
Maxine    Katherine Berton 
Bill    Michael Rafaeli 
IB Emmerson   Evan Ellegaard Pederson 
EZ Rocks   Flaminia Marrucci 
Mabel    Helena Hagg 
Chief glitch   Anna Rumpf 
French Artist   Mohammed Khairol 
Flitches    Sophie Manente, Jacopo Foco, 
    Massimo Zheng,  Elizabeth Hudson 
    Daryll Sandoval,  Omri Bavly 
Elders    Marissa Musselman,  Kelly Fowler 
    Benny Raccah,  Helen Hagg 
    Fatin Hadtamizi,  Tamala Mwan-
demere 
    Raffaele Boccia 
Assistants   Miranda Mancini,Danielle Levi, 
    Jasmine Mohsin, Nur Syuhada Rossly 
    Alexander Westover,  Elena DeGio-
vanni 
    Omri Itzhaki,  Abdul Turidi 
Technicians   Gianluca Del Torto,  Costanza Amato 
    Austin Mullen,  Ludovica Batazzi 
    

AOSR Summer 
Camp 

Is an ‘Adventure’  
 

 It’s a Sports Camp, an Arts and Theater 
Camp, and a Swimming Camp all rolled into 
one! It’s the AOSR Summer Adventure Camp — 
and the first session is starting in just a few 
weeks. 
 The sports agenda for this year’s camp 
includes soccer, lacrosse, tennis, volleyball, flag 
football, basketball, baseball, ultimate Frisbee 
and, for those who choose the full-day program 
swimming! AOSR’s wonderful outdoor Hillside 
Theater houses the acclaimed theatrical offerings 
in which every camper takes part. Painting, act-
ing, singing and dancing, as well as work on 
scenery and costumes are all included. 
 Designed for children ages 3-15, the 
camp features specially designed recreational 
activities based on summer camp programs in the 
United States. These camp activities, songs and 
games are always a hit with children.  And, at the 
end of every session, campers will take part in 
Olympics Day and be treated to a real American 
picnic. Of course, we’re proud of the quality of 
its camp instructors, including members of 
AOSR’s own staff. As an added bonus, door-to-
door bus service is available. 
 Camp is divided into two session: June 
23-July 4, and July 7-18. Campers may choose to 
attend the half-day program from 9 am to 12:30 
pm for €250 a session, or the full-day program 
from 9 am to 3:30 pm for €350. 
 Another camp — Total Sports — will be 
held July 21-25, and costs €175. 
 Pick up a registration form at the main 
office at school this week, or download a form 
from the AOSR website at www.aosr.org. Call 
06-3343-8320 for more information.  
 It’s fun and good for you!  
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Summer Reading Lists  
and Assignments 

AP/IB English, Grade 11 
 
Dickens, Great Expectations 
Bronte, Wuthering Heights 
Bible, “Book of Genesis”  and “Book of Exodus” 
Steinbeck, Of Mice and Men 
Recommended:   Jane Eyre 
 
Assignments:   
Great Expectations and Wuthering Heights: Choose three 
passages from Great Expectations that you find memora-
ble.  Photocopy the passages and number the lines.  Then 
explicate them in a well-structured essay.  All writing 
assignments are due the first week of school in Septem-
ber.  
 Prepare for a test on the readings from the Bible. 
The tests will be scheduled for a block period the second 
or third week of school.   
 Be prepared to write an in-class essay on dra-
matic irony in Of  Mice and Men. 
 Underline and annotate passages that you think 
are important or that you have questions about, or to 
which you have a strong reaction. Your performance on 
these activities will count for 5% of your Term 1 grade. 

Summer Reading Lists  
and Assignments 

AP/IB English, Grade 12 
 
Garcia Marquez, One Hundred Years of Soli-
tude 
Homer, The Odyssey 
Hawthorne,  The Marble Faun 
Bible,  “The Book of Ecclesiastes,”  
  “The Book of  Job,” and  
 “The Gospel According to Matthew” 
Recommended:  Dante’s Inferno 
 
Assignments:   
One Hundred Years and The Marble Faun:  
Choose three pivotal passages.  Photocopy the 
passages and number the lines.  Then explicate 
them in a well-structured essay which will be 
due the first week in September. 
 The Odyssey and the Bible passages:  
Prepare for a passages exam which will be 
scheduled for a block period the second or third 
week of school. 
 Underline and annotate passages that 
you think are important or that you have ques-
tions about, or to which you have a strong reac-
tion.  

AOSR Alumni to Present 
Free Comedy Show  

at the Imperial Forum  
This Summer  

 Two AOSR alumni will once again 
stage a free comedy show beginning June 10 
at the Imperial Forum.  
 Eric Bassenesi (Class of ’84) and 
Giulia Bernardini (Class of ’87) will perform 
in this year’s 40-minute show “Cleopatra,” 
every Tuesday and Friday at 7:30 pm from 
June 10 until August 8 on the steps opposite 
San Pietro in Carcere, overlooking the Ro-
man Forum.   
 Eric and Giulia are members of  the 
Miracle Players and have performed their 
historical comedies for summer crowds for 
the past five years. For more information 
visit: http://www.miracleplayers.org/
cleopatra. 

Cross Country Runners Must Be 
Ready for the Starting Line  

in September 
 “Current and future Cross Country athletes should be 
training over the summer,” say XC Coaches Miller and Zani-
boni.  Runners are asked to come back to school with a solid 
base in order to begin aggressive 5K training in September.  
First meet is the second week of school.  Keep on moving! 

ES Summer Library Hours 
 The Elementary School Library will be open for all 
children enrolled at AOSR for next year on Tuesday, June 17, 
and Tuesday, June 24, from 9:30until noon.  Children can keep 
all books checked out for the summer and should return them 
the first week of school. 

HS Math Supply Alert 
 High School Students in Algebra II–Trig, Pre-
Calculus, and all AP/IB Math classes are requested to have the 
Texas Instruments graphing calculator, TI 83+.  While they are 
available in Italy, they are not common and are significantly 
more expensive than purchasing them in the US or by an online 
auction service.  

Thoughts for Summer 
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Fifth and Middle School Supply List / Lista di Materiali 
 
5 lined notebooks/ 5 quaderni a righe  
1 notebook with squares/1 quaderno a quadretti 
1 A4 size ring binder with dividers/1 classificatore (A4) condivisori 
A supply of both lined and plain paper A4 size/fogli rigati e semplici 
1 folder for carrying homework papers neatly/ una cartella rigida per portare a casa  
1 pair safe scissors/un paio di forbici 
1 pencil case with pencil, colors, eraser, sharpener/un astuccio con matite, pennarelli, gomma, temperamatita 
2 blue or black pens/2 penne, blu o nere 
A centimeter ruler/un righello 
A simple calculator/un calcolatrice semplice 
A glue stick/uno stick di colla 
A diary for homework assignments/un diario 
A book bag/uno zaino 
A smock or large, old T-shirt for art/ una vecchia maglietta grande per arte 
A protractor/un goniometro 
A compass/un compasso 
All items should have your child’s name on them 

Thoughts for September 

Based on the information in 
the 2002-2003 Program of 
Studies, please note that 
AOSR provides each student 
with a book of the assigned 
reading.  However, should 
you want to purchase your 
own copies in order to keep it 
as reference for subsequent 
studies, the following partial 
lists are provided for your 
convenience. 
 
English 9 
Shakespeare, “Romeo and 
Juliet” 
Salinger, Catcher in the Rye 
Tan, The Joy Luck Club 
Dehner, Life on the Outside 
White, The Once and Future 
King 
Homer, The Odyssey 
Hamilton, Greek Mythology 
Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird 
English 10 
Shakespeare, “The Tempest” 
and “Macbeth” 
A Separate Peace 
Lord of the Flies 
Dickens, A Tale of Two Cit-
ies 
Homer, The Illiad 
 

British Literature 
Bronte, Wuthering Heights 
Beowulf 
Chaucer, The Canterbury 
Tales 
Shakespeare, “Hamlet” 
Swift, “A Modest Proposal” 
Defoe, Journal from Plaque 
Year 
Shelley, Frankenstein 
Hardy, Tess of the D’Urber-
villes 
Conrad, Heart of Darkness 
Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway 
Dickens, David Copperfield 
 
American Literature 
Hemingway, A Farewell to 
Arms 
Steinbeck, Of Mice and 
Men 
Dinner at the Homesick 
Restaurant 
Fitzgerald, The Great 
Gatsby 
Hawthorne, The Scarlet Let-
ter 
The Works of Edgar Allen 
Poe 
Miller, “The Death of a 
Salesman” 
Prentice Hall, The American 
Experience 

AP/IB English 11 
Same as American Literature, 
plus the summer reading, and 
including the following: 
Twain, The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn 
Daisy Miller 
Last of the Valerii 
The Real  Thing, 
Turn of the Screw 
James, Portrait of a Lady and 
Aspen Papers 
The Awakening 
Shakespeare, “Othello” 
Perrine, Sound and Sense 
 
AP/IB English 12 
 
Virgil, “The Aeneid” 
Yourcenar, Memoirs of Ha-
drian 
Sophocles, “Oedipus Rex” 
Euripides, “Medea” 
Aeschylus, “Agamemnon” 
Shakespeare, “Henry V” and 
“Hamlet” 
Hardy, Mayor of Casterbridge 
Miller, “Death of a Salesman” 
Stoppard, Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern Are Dead 
Wilder, “Our Town” 
 

High School Reading for next year 
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Democratically Elected 
“Royalty” at Prom 

 This year’s Prom was held at the Cadlolo Hil-
ton on June 12. High school students, dressed in for-
mal wear, enjoyed dinner and dancing.  The traditional 
graduation cake was provided by PTO. 
 Popular elections elected a King, Queen, 
Prince and Princess.  Those bluebloods nominated for 
King were Philip Brillo, Nicolo Fano, Dario Mar-
ino; for Queen: Maria Adams, Silvia Borrelli, Kyra 
Settle; for Prince:  Jacques Barbot, Paolo Murmura, 
Derrek Nehls, for Princess: Katica Nadvegi, Silvia 
Telesca, and Kateryna Trukhanova. 

A New AOSR  
Tradition! 

 Zack Cavasin, School Student President, an-
nounced Monday, June 9, that the Senior Class in 
combination with the Student Council will, for the 
first time, give a gift to the school.   
 This first Senior Class Gift — an orange tree 
to be planted somewhere on the school campus — is 
“kind of symbolic,” said Zack.  “It is food, shade, 
protection from the storm—- the basics! — which we 
sometimes needed in the middle of soccer games!”   
 The AOSR gardener, Taddeo, says that they 
can grow well on this campus. “Hopefully we can 
plant it near the Soccer Field.  2003 Seniors and  
other students will see it at the school for years,” said 
Zack.   

 

Ibrahim’s Year has  
Best Memories 
By Tareq Aladasani  

 Ibrahim had the opportunity to make his 
dream come true when he knew that he was moving 
from Kuwait to Rome, Italy. To him it was like the 
first step in achieving his goals in life.  
 During his senior year, Ibrahim was not only 
getting the best education but also having the best 
memories, friends, and the fact that AOSR had 
helped him truly in establishing his first steps for a 
bright successful future.  
 As a parent, I am glad that I made the right 
choice in selecting AOSR for him and I am proud of 
Ibrahim¹s achievements in his senior year. I am also 
sure that Ibrahim will continue doing his best effort 
in seeking his ultimate goals in life. 
 
  

President’s Award for  
Educational Excellence 

 
NATHAN GILLESPIE 

SALVATORE ROMANO 
KYRA SETTLE 

 
 

This award is presented to student in grade 12 
who earn at least a 3.5 grade point average 
along with the recommendation of teachers in 
one or more areas in the school’s core curricu-
lum. Also, the student must be involved in com-
munity service, co-curricular activities, and/or 
demonstrate creativity and achievement in the 
visual and performing arts.  
 

International Baccalaureate Award  
for Scientific Merit 

 
SALVATORE ROMANO 

 
The award goes to a student that has success-
fully undertaken the challenge of High Level 
exams in Math and Science and has gone be-
yond intellectual rigor and high academic stan-
dards to become an internationally responsible 
citizen.   
 

International Baccalaureate Award  
for Linguistic Merit 

 
SILVIA BORELLI 

 
The award goes to a student that has success-
fully undertaken the challenges of two High 
Level Languages (A1), and has gone beyond 
intellectual rigor and high academic standards to 
become an internationally responsible citizen.  
 

Patricia D’Averio Award  
for Excellence in Mathematics 

 
VALENTINA SQUITIERI 

 
The award is only given to a woman high school 
student who has demonstrated excellence during 
her academic career in the field of mathematics 
and has demonstrated a love of mathematics 
enhanced by continuous effort and achievement 
at the highest level.   

(Continued from page 7) 2003 High School Awards... 
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Barbara: Un’Esperienza  
Ottimale e Gratificante 

By Mezzala Raccah 
 
 Ritengo che il programma proposto dalla 
scuola durante i quattro anni di liceo sia stato svolto 
in modo del tutto completo. Devo mettere anche in 
evidenza che tra i compagni di scuola di mia figlia ci 
sia stata grande aggregazione e sociallizzazione. 
L'ambiente, multietnico e multiculturale ha aiutato 
Barbara a crescere mentalmente, psicologicamente 
e a metterla in grado di risolvere i lievi problemi che 
quotidianamente le si proponevano. Per cui ritengo 
che l'esperienza vissuta da nostra figlia sia  ottimale 
e gratificante.  
 Un infinito ringraziamento a tutti i docenti 
per tutto quello che hanno fatto per lei e gli altri stu-
denti. 
 

Aidil’s Joy is Family Joy 
 

By Dato’ Shamsudin  
and Datin Salmah 

 
 Your mother and I are proud of you for 
your success and academic achievements.  We con-
gratulate you on your graduation from AOSR.  We 
wish for you all the happiness; your joy has made 
us joyful.   

Letter to Pietro 
By Daniela Schiavo 

 
Carissimo Pietro Alessandro, 
 
 Solo poche righe per dirti che sono orgogliosa di 
te perche hai saputo superare le difficolta che tutti i 
cambiamenti degli ultimi due anni hanno imposto alla tua 
vita! 
 Sei riuscito ad ambientarti a Roma, ad avere 
nuovi amici che spero potrai mantenere durante gli anni 
dell'universita e che se possible ti accompagneranno 
nella vita! 
 Ti auguo ogni bene e ti abbraccio con tutto il mio 
amore insieme a papa e a tuo fratello, Daniele, 
ricordandoti che potrai sempre e in modo incondizionale 
contare su di noi! 
 Il piu forte degli abbracci,  Ale!   

Mrs. Ananiades writes to Vanessa 
By Alzira Ferreira 

Querida Vanessa, 
 Queremos que saibas que estamos todos 
muito, muito orgulhosos de ti. E tu deves estar tamb.m 
muito orgulhosa. Conseguiste coisas incr.veis e demon-
straste ter qualidades que fazem de ti uma pessoa muito 
especial. A tua dedica..o ao desporto, a tua garra e 
esp.rito de luta, a tua amizada sem limites, o car.cter 
franco e sentido de humor s.o qualidades lindas que 
deves preservar.   
 Tens o futuro pela frente e est.s agora mais 
preparada para o enfrentar. Tem confian.a em ti e nada 
ser. imposs.vel. Parab.ns pela tua gradua..o, um abra.o 
enorme e toda a felicidade do mundo! 
 David, M.e e Pai 
 

To Chanya and  
the Class of 2003 

 
By  Boriboon and Pantip Tandavanitj 

 Take pride in all that you have accomplished!  
Find courage and joy  in all you have yet to be!  
 We wish you great success.  Congratulations on 
your graduation.  We and our daughter, Chanya, have had 
much pleasure, being at the AOSR.     

Tony Carries on  
Family Tradition 

By Jennifer Castelli 
 
 What are the highlights of my son's AOSR ex-
periences?  Would it be when he tried to outrun the 
school bus, only to fall down, almost roll under it and 
panic/entertain many of the student passengers?  Or 
would it be when he decided to camp out in his sleep-
ing bag on the tennis courts and not be noticed by the 
security guards only to be finally discovered by Mr. 
Levine? Or would it be when he decided to cool off 
Mrs. Reykdal and "pour only abouta quarter of a cup of 
water" on the top of her head?  
 Tony has truly enjoyed his AOSR experience 
and has received a great education in the process.  We 
are proud to see him graduate and to carry on the Cas-
telli tradition of being an alumni of this fine 
school.  We only wish that we could stay another five 
years so that his sister could too join the ranks! 
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For Alexander and Family:   
Rome is Special 

By Jean-Piere and Agnes Manley  
  

 Alexander’s experience at AOSR will 
complete ten years of international schooling in 
Berlin, Paris and Rome (with a two- year pause in 
northern Virginia).  Thus, Alexander is like many 
of his AOSR peers who have no place to call 
home, but who have this portable homeland in 
their hearts and minds.  Changing cultures, 
friends, and schools were easier to cope with due 
to the strong sense of community at AOSR.   
 Alexander made close friends among the 
students and faculty, enjoyed challenging sports 
such as cross-country running and lacrosse, and 
still managed to learn a few things along the 
way.  Rome will always be a special place for him 
and for us…there really is something “eternal” 
about this city.  

Evangelos seemed to  
“Always Belong” at AOSR 

By Zafiria Kaminis 
 

Evangelos passed five wonderful years at 
AOSR.  He came to Rome from Athens about 12 
years old and he is leaving --- graduating!--- and 
ready to continue his studies at Athens Univer-
sity.  He enjoyed every day of school life. He made 
some of his best friends here.  He had the opportu-
nity to meet many  people of other countries and 
other cultures which helped him to become open-
minded.  The teachers helped him to feel -- from the 
first day  --- like he has always belonged here.  

This five year period will always be a spe-
cial part of his life which we will never forget; and 
he will keep it forever in his heart. 

Alex Made “Forever” Friends at 
AOSR 

By Sylvie Lafrechoux. 
 Alexander had a great time at AOSR.  He 
participated in every sport and made a lots of 
friends that for sure will stay in his memory for-
ever. 
 Alexander is a great person and I wish him 
and all the graduates good luck for the future.  I am 
sure the time you shared at AOSR will help you 
accomplish all your dreams.   
 I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all the parents who took care of my son dur-
ing the last three years.  Have a great summer and, 
who knows?  The world is a small place so I am 
sure Alexander will enjoy seeing you again. 
 I am a proud mom. 

Howard Achieves His Goal 
By Howard and Carmela Stugard 

 
 We are all very proud of you that you have 
achieved this first goal.  You are a wonderful son 
and brother and you have given us many joys.  We 
are sure that your future will be full of success, 
love, and joy and we hope that your biggest dreams 
and desires will come true.   
 
 We love you very much!   
  Your family, 
  Mom and Dad,  
  Christina and James Stugard. 

Margarita, Family Appreciate  
Every Teacher  

By Vitali and Marina Zimmerman 
 

 Margarita and her family had two beautiful 
years here and we were so happy.  I am happy that 
we were able to be here for this long.  Everyone was 
kind, and very professional.   
 I appreciate every teacher at AOSR, espe-
cially Mrs. Donna Ross and Mrs. Joyce Dunn.   W e 
are all looking forward to the college in Florida.  We 
hope that Margarita finds herself as happy there, as 
she has been here.   
 We wish all the teachers and the students a 
wonderful summer.   

Mensaje para Alia 
By Ali and Celide Khogia 

 
 Cuando en el futuro leeràs estas lìneas las en-
tenderàs mejor que hoy. Ha llegado el temido momento 
de aceptar yo, tu padre, y tu hermano el hecho de que 
cresciste y que tendràs que entrar en el mundo de los 
adultos. El mundo de los adultos de verdad, no el que 
todos los dìas te reprocho cuando te digo: "Alia, tu eres 
ya grande, ya eres una adulta!!!!!!"    No es asì, este 
mundo, cuando dejes tu colegio, que te acogiò como un 
nido, es otro.      
 Yo y tu padre, con todo nuestro corazòn 
deseamos que tu futuro sea un camino con pocas espi-
nas donde estaremos siempre a tu lado tratando de ayu-
darte, calmando tu sensibilidad, mientras todo esto sea 
posible queriéndote para siempre,    
 Mamà, Papà, Khaled 
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 First, we would like to extend our warmest congratulations to the 2003 graduating class 
of AOSR, especially to our son, Marianito Jr., simply known as "JR" to classmates and peers.  
Second, we would like to express our deep appreciation and gratitude to AOSR for helping us 
provide JR with the education and development over the years: he has become today: a very re-
sponsible, independent and mature young man.  
 The school has provided him the opportunity to grow and learn, not only in academics 
but also in the social, arts, music, and general areas of learning.  We believe that he is now ready 
to move forward and face the challenges of college life. 
 JR has spent half of his life at AOSR.  Born in Los Angeles, he went to pre-school in the 
Philippines, primary school in New York, and then came to Rome here at AOSR starting on his 
4th grade elementary education.  He is our second child to spend all of his secondary education at 
AOSR His elder sister, Jessie Marilette graduated in the Class of 1998.  JR had alternately spent 
his summers between Hawaii, Chicago, California and New York , where he stayed with 
GrandPa, GrandMa, Uncles, Aunties and Cousins in order to continue assimilating the Filipino 
culture and traditions. 
 So, like most of the AOSR students, JR has experienced life, culture and education in 
three continents of the world, and interacted with classmates and colleagues from other countries 
who he came to know while living in these places. This experience has afforded him invaluable 
exposure and lessons which will be his foundation in what he will become someday.  JR has 
shown so much talent in very diverse areas like arts, music, history, politics, and who knows 
what else, that it is hard to predict what he¹d be in the future. Musician?  Politician?  Comedian? 
A cartoonist?  But whatever choices he will make, we are confident that with all the training and 
education he had obtained so far, he will succeed.  We just hope that we will be there to share 
these with him. 

JR Experienced Life in Three Continents of the World; Is 
Now Ready for the Next Adventure! 

By Marianito and Jessie Rose Mabutas 

Just Arrived! the AOSR 
Graduates of 2003! 


