
 
English 12 IB 
Summer Reading 

Grade 12 International Baccalaureate: Language and Literature 
OUR THEME: Through bravery, humility, and reflection one finds their voice. 

 
● Reading: For class novel studies and IOC exams in the fall, read The Great Gatsby by F.Scott Fitzgerald.  
● Reading: For further extension activities, chose a text that connects to our IB 11 studies. Recommended: Kobane 
Calling by Zerocalcare, 1984 by George Orwell, Beloved or The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison, Maus by Art Spiegelman, 
American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang, Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston, Purple Hibiscus or 
Half of a Yellow Sun by Chimamanda Adichie, The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood, Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell, 
Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer, March Series by John Lewis, Point Counter Point by Aldous Huxley, Frannie and Zooey by 
J.D. Salinger, Antigone by Sophocles, Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close or Everything is Illuminated by Jonathan Safran 
Foer, A Constellation of Vital Phenomena by Anthony Marra , On the Genealogy of Morality by Freidrich Nietzche or  (see 
flowchart for more suggested titles) 
● Writing: Dialectical Journal of at least 15 entries (directions below) for The Great Gatsby 
● Speaking: Prepare a brief (2 min) pitch of how your chosen text could inspire another work of art(film, play, 
website, unit of study, etc.). Be prepared to present to the class. 
● Literary Terms: Be able to use the terms in oral and written assessments  
 

Dialectical Journal 
 
How it works:   
1. Draw a line down the middle of a piece of lined paper (or create a table in a google doc.) 
2. Label the left side “Text” and the right side “Comments” 
3. Copy direct quotations from the text as you read in the “Text” column.  Be sure to include the page number of 
each quotation or paraphrase. Try to to keep your quotes in chronological order.  
4. Comment on each quotation with questions, connections, judgments, analyses, and other ideas, in the 
“Comments” column.  Label each type of comment.  See next page on what to comment on. 
 
Rubric:   
 

Above grade level: Perceptive and well-chosen quotation selections. Thoughtful interpretation and commentary about 
the text; avoids clichés. Includes comments about literary devices and how each contributes to the meaning of the text. 
Makes insightful personal connections and asks thought-provoking, insightful questions. Coverage of text is complete 
and thorough. Journal is neat, organized and professional looking; student has followed directions in creation of journal, 
including use of labels for comments are directed.. Entries are organized chronologically. Sufficient number of entries. 

At grade level: Less thought-provoking, but relevant quote selections. Some intelligent commentary; addresses some 
thematic connection. Includes some literary devices, but less on how they contribute to the meaning. Some personal 
connection; asks pertinent questions. Adequately addresses all parts of reading assignment. Journal is neat and 
readable; student has followed directions in the organization of journal, including use of labels for comments are 
directed.. Entries are organized chronologically. Sufficient number of entries. 

Approaching grade level: Few significant details from the text. Most of the commentary is vague, unsupported, or plot 
summary/paraphrase. Some listing of literary elements; virtually no discussion on meaning. Limited personal 
connection; asks few, or obvious questions. Addresses most of the reading assignment, but is not very long or thorough. 
Journal is relatively neat, but may be difficult to read. Student has not followed all directions for organization.  No page 
numbers, no labels, and not necessarily organized chronologically.  May not contain a sufficient number of entries. 

Below grade level:  Hardly any significant details from the text. All notes are plot summary or paraphrase. Few literary 
elements, virtually no discussion on meaning. Limited personal connections, no good questions. Limited coverage of 
the text; way too short. Did not follow directions in organizing journal; difficult to read or follow. No page numbers, no 
labels, and not necessarily organized chronologically.  May not contain a sufficient number of entries. 

(0 points):  Journal not turned in on date of collection. 
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When should you write?   
 

Literary Analysis   
 
● STYLE:  you notice something specific about the writer’s style  
o interesting word choice (diction/connotation of words) 
o particular sentence structures/word order (syntax) 
o unique/unusual dialogue 
o shifting perspectives, time sequence changes 
o effective use of rhetorical devices 
 
● COMPARISONS:  you notice metaphors, similes, and/or allusions that convey ideas about theme, characters, 
plot, etc. 
 
● PLOT STRUCTURE: you recognize important elements of the plot, or perhaps the fact that the author has 
rearranged the traditional plot structure for a particular effect, or perhaps has used foreshadowing to hint at events to 
come 
 
● CHARACTERIZATION: you notice dialogue, narration, and/or descriptions that both directly or indirectly help to 
develop a character’s personality and/or motivation 
 
● SETTING: you notice details about the setting that impact the mood, characters, and/or theme 
 
● IRONY:   
o you detect that you know more than the characters about their fate (dramatic irony) 
o you realize that actions in a situation have the opposite effect from what was expected (situational irony) 
o you notice that a character says something but means the opposite (verbal irony aka sarcasm) 
 
● EPIPHANIES:  
o you see something you didn’t see before 
o you discover that the text is about something different from what you originally thought it was about  
 
● TONE SHIFTS/CONTRASTS 
o you detect a change in the narrator or speaker’s attitude from one quality to another 
o you discover that two major ideas/philosophies are contrasted in the text (ex. reality vs. illusion, romanticism vs. 
realism, etc.) 
 
● SYMBOLISM/MOTIFS/ARCHETYPES:   
o you interpret an object, character, setting or action to represent an idea other than its literal meaning 
(symbolism) 
o you recognize a pattern such as: overlapping images, repetition of ideas, details, colors that make a connection 
(motif) 
o you recognize an archetypal character, setting, or situation (archetype: universal type rooted in myth) 
 

Interactions 
 
● QUESTIONS:  something puzzles you or confuses you 
● JUDGMENTS:  you agree or disagree with an observation or idea 
● CONNECTIONS:   
o circumstances or issues are especially relevant to your life (past or present) or the lives of others you know 
o circumstances or issues are especially relevant to something in history, art, pop-culture, science, current events 
in the news, etc. 
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Name:  
Class: 
Date:  

 
Much Ado About Nothing by William Shakespeare 

Sample Journal (literary and interactive) 
 

TEXT 

1. “He is sooner caught than the pestilence, and the taker runs 
presently mad” (Shakespeare I.i. 76-78). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  “Friendship is constant in all other things/Save in the office
and affairs of love/Therefore all hearts in love use their own 
tongues” (Shakespeare II.i.163-165). 
 

 

 

 

3.”It is not seen enough. You should wear it in your cap./ 
By my troth, I am sick” (Shakespeare III.iv. 66-67). 

COMMENTS 
 

1. From the start of the play, the reader knows that  
Beatrice dislikes Benedick.  The funny part is that Beatrice 
does nothing but talk about him. Therefore, the reader 
begins to wonder if she is hiding feelings for him by 
slandering his name. Early on the reader notes the fickle nature 
of both characters and begins to look for signs of affection  
 both in behavior, dialogue, and stage directions which often reveal 
inner thoughts of characters. Overall, the characterization of 
Beatrice and Benedick connect to more important themes of human 
insecurity and the nature of relationships. 
(characterization) 
 
2. At this point in the play, Claudio feels that Don John 
 can’t resist the temptation of marrying Hero for  
Himself.  Claudio realizes that he has made a grave  
mistake and should have wooed Hero himself, rather  
than letting his friend woo her. The reader contemplates the nature 
of friendship and love affairs, perhaps even remembering their own  
struggles in these affairs, and ultimately realizing that friendships are 
often put to the test when love affairs are at stake.  (epiphany) 
 
 

 
3. Beatrice tells Ursula, Margaret and Hero that she is  
too sick to prepare for the wedding. This is the fourth  
reference Shakespeare makes to the “disease or  
sickness” of love. The idea of love as a sickness creates irony  
because traditionally love symbolizes hope, happiness, trust 
and companionship, not illness. The repeated reference to love as a 
sickness creates a motif, recognized by the reader and perhaps a 
social criticism that Shakespeare poses to society. This motif could 
contradict society’s illusion of love as perfect and easy. (motif) 
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