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Middle School Choir Sings at US Embassy  
Tree Lighting Ceremony 

by Maddie L and Isabella M. 

The Middle School Choir has been very busy the past few weeks.  On Nov. 30, 
we went to the American Embassy’s tree lighting ceremony. There were three 
school choirs performing there, St. Stephen’s, Marymount and AOSR.  We 
sang “Gloria”, “Torches, Torches” and “We Wish You a Merry Christmas.”  
On Dec. 8, many members of the choir went to St. Paul’s within the Walls 
church for a music workshop which involved singing with an adult choir which 
Ms. Stephens is a member of.  Finally on Dec. 10 the choir sang along with the 
High School Choir and Ensemble at the Holiday concert.  We sang some of the 
songs from the tree lighting, plus “The Prayer.” 
 
A special thank you to Ms. Stephens, the choir director, for her energy and 
dedication to the Middle School Choir. – Sarah Ellyson, MS Coordinator 

Michael Collopy, author of Architects of Peace, provided an inspirational Photography 
Exhibit and Lecture  to the AOSR 
community. He met with our high 
school students during the school 
day on Tuesday, December 11 and 
with our parents and guests that 
evening. Michael Collopy is a world 
renowned portrait photographer 
and was in Rome this month in 
conjunction with the 8th WORLD 
SUMMIT OF NOBEL PEACE PRIZE LAUREATES which is hosted by the Commune di 
Roma and the Gorbachev Foundation. 

World Renowned Photographer Speaks at AOSR 

Michael Collopy speaking 
to AOSR HS students on 
December 11th  

You can visit Michael Collopy’s website at:  www.prolificmedia.com/collopy/ 
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Good evening.  Your attendance here this evening and 
your ongoing involvement in the school community 
throughout the year, guarantees the high quality of the 
education that your children receive.  We truly believe 
that parents are partners in the education of children. 
 

It is my duty now to report on how our school has 
been performing and what we are anticipating for the 
remainder of the school year, as we look ahead to the 
future.   
 

We all share a common vision for our school –that of a 
premier overseas American school that responds pro-
actively to the educational challenges that interna-
tional schools face in an increasingly integrated and 
rapidly changing world.   
 

We offer a welcoming and supportive environment 
where children can learn and grow.  We are proud of 
our programs in the core subject areas as well as in 
foreign languages, art, drama, music, physical educa-
tion and technology.  AOSR is truly passionate about 
–and we take full advantage of– our privileged loca-
tion in Italy, with its very welcoming people and fasci-
nating history and culture.   
 

American Overseas is an active, thriving community 
that every year welcomes and integrates dozens of 
new families, students and teachers.  This is not only a 
boost to our great academics and extracurricular ac-
tivities; our great booster bar on Friday afternoons is 
also something that we all –shall we say– whiff for-
ward to with tremendous anticipation. 
 

This year we have been celebrating the school’s 60th 
anniversary. For 60 years AOSR has been providing 
quality education to thousands of students from 
around the world.   
 

We are reaching out to alumni all over the world.  Last 
February we held alumni receptions in New York and 
Washington DC which brought many old friends back 
together after many years.  
 

We also held a Dinner Dance right here in this very 
room, which was called Saturday Night Graffiti. It was 
great fun for you and your friends.  In June we had a 
three day celebration with almost 200 alumni and 
friends.  An Alumni Reunion took place at school; 
there was a luncheon cruise on the Tevere and an ele-
gant Gala dinner dance at the spectacular Villa Aurelia 
overlooking Rome from the Gianicolo.    

On that marvelous occasion a Capital Campaign Fund 
was launched, and we are extremely thankful for the 
contributions and pledges that have already been made 
for facility improvements. 
 

The new school year started off with an enrollment 
similar to last year’s, and which is still growing.  
 

We continue to be widely regarded as a model of the 
best in American education in Rome and throughout 
Europe.  Our strong Advanced Placement and Interna-
tional Baccalaureate programs, our solid foundation 
years, our commitment to the arts –these are some of 
the finest attributes of our school that continue to 
bring families to us from around the world. 
 

Our highly qualified and committed faculty work hard 
and use the best and latest methodologies to meet the 
learning styles of your children, so that they may learn 
and perform at their very best.  This year, many teach-
ers attended conferences, courses and workshops as 
part of our commitment to offer professional develop-
ment opportunities.  Just a few weeks ago, 54 of our 
teachers attended the annual conference of the Medi-
terranean Association of International Schools here in 
Rome.  We were also proud that one of our Board 
members, Anna Borg, gave an opening speech at that 
conference to around 400 international school educa-
tors from the region. 
 

AOSR teachers attended workshops, seminars and 
other programs in places like Paris, Madrid, Siena, 
Washington DC, Boston, Denver, the Netherlands, and 
Cambridge. They received the latest in Advanced 
Placement and IB teaching methodologies, among 
many other skills and topics covered. 
 

This year two new courses were introduced to our high 
school program:  Chinese Language and Culture and 
AP Government and Politics.  HS students are learn-
ing how to speak and write Mandarin, and with this 
initiative also we are at the forefront in courses of-
fered. Our students even had an opportunity to practice 
when we had a visit of a Chinese delegation from the 
Ministry of Education in Beijing last week.   
 

Our school’s results in the IB and AP programs con-
tinue to improve.  In 2007, 40 students took 88 Ad-
vanced Placement exams with strong results.   
 

AP courses are offered in our high school.  And as I 
(Continued on page 3) 
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mentioned, a new AP course was added to the pro-
gram of studies this year, AP Comparative Govern-
ment and Politics. 
 

The IB Program continues to grow.  This year we 
have 28 students enrolled. The results in 2007 show 
an average IB score of 32, with 37 as the highest 
diploma points awarded. All students who sat for 
exams passed.  28 students took 107 exams.  35 
have applied for participation in the program. 
 

While diversity at AOSR is a source of richness 
and strength, we ensure an ideal English-speaking 
educational environment for both native and non-
native English speakers.   
 

Our SAT scores (college admission exams for en-
trance to universities in the US) are well above the 
national average, including in English language. 
 

Our high school graduates have been admitted over 
the last few years to some of the most prestigious 
colleges and universities in the United States, Can-
ada, Europe and other parts of the world, or have 
chosen to attend universities in Italy.   
 

We are continually working on improving our Ital-
ian program for native speakers in the elementary 
and middle school to ensure that students are well 
prepared for the quinta and terza media exams.  
 

In addition to our unyielding effort to keep improv-
ing academics at our school, we continue to offer 
exceptional After School Activities and sports pro-
grams for students at all levels. 
 

Our HS varsity student athletes not only grow in 
their skills and talents but also learn a great deal 
about team spirit and good sportsmanship.  Last 
spring our boys’ soccer took 2nd at Europeans.  Our 
cheerleading team grew from 5 to 12 last year and 
received a trophy for the first time at Europeans in 
Germany.  This year we have great momentum so 
far.  We have a new Athletic Director and a number 
of new coaches. The new coach for cross country 
led the team to1st place in our division and AOSR 
had the top male and female runners in this divi-
sion.  We just started the basketball and wrestling 
as well as cheerleading.  Join us for lots of great 
games ahead! 

 

Several years ago we started a 9th grade retreat at 
the beginning of the school year, for all students 
new to high school to have the opportunity to bond 
and get to know each other.  They go off on a 3 day 
camping trip in September. 
 

Our seniors recently went for a rest and relaxation 
retreat to Umbria for a little break in what can be a 
difficult and stressful school year; they work hard 
during their last year of school and prepare for col-
lege admissions. 
 

Thanks to money raised at Mayfair 07 we were 
able to build a PreK playground climbing structure.  
We are very thankful to all those who once again 
made Mayfair the traditional success that it is.  A 
special thank you to Lora Shapiro, the Mayfair or-
ganizer. 
 

This past summer, with great efficiency, we com-
pleted a major infrastructure project that had been 
on hold for a number of years.  All roofs on the 
elementary and high school buildings were re-
placed with new ones and all asbestos was removed 
safely and quickly. 
 

We have also completed phase I of the security 
fence project funded by a grant from the US De-
partment of State.  Phase II began last week and 
will enclose the back of the school and the north 
side. 
 

What follows is a series of photos that illustrate 
some of the fantastic activities and learning taking 
place at school.  I know you are well familiar with 
all of this, but by presenting them I simply wish to 
remind us all of what it is exactly that we are trying 
to advance here in the end: our children’s happi-
ness, no less. 
 

To conclude, I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all of the members of the Board of Trus-
tees for their constant support and assistance and 
for the endless hours of meetings and hard work 
throughout this past year.  A very special thank you 
to Board Chair Doug Kneeland for his leadership, 
understanding, and guidance.  Without their help 
and the dedication of our faculty and staff, who I 
also wish to thank here most sincerely, our work 
would obviously not be possible. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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To all of you, thank you for sharing your children with us. 
They are –each and every one– very special to us. 
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AOSR is unique among international schools 
in Rome.  We are a non-profit organization 
that is wholly owned and operated by the par-
ents of the students.  AOSR was founded in 
1947 to offer an American-based education to 
the English-speaking community in Rome.  
Thousands of AOSR graduates have gone on 
to university and to successful careers in 
countries around the world. 
 

Over the past 12 years, enrollment has stead-
ily increased and the school now has approxi-
mately 620 students.  Investment in capital 
improvement has resulted in major facilities 
renovation, including the installation of state-
of-the-art computers throughout the school, 
replacement of windows and roofs, electrical 
works and many others. 
 

The AOSR Corporation is financially healthy.  
Every year since 1997, AOSR has ended the 
year with a positive net balance. We are now 
engaged in a three-year capital campaign fund 
for further facilities upgrading and new pro-
jects.  In addition, we are working hard to try 
to build a reserve fund. 
 

Of course, success is not just measured in fi-
nancial terms.  The true measure of a school is 
the environment it offers for learning.  In a 
recent survey for the AOSR strategic planning 
process, two experienced consultants from the 

US found exceptionally positive learning atti-
tudes in AOSR student “focus groups” – 
among the highest they had ever seen.  Simply 
put, our kids love their school and wish to be 
challenged even more in their studies.  
 

The Board of Trustees has decided to take an 
important step toward strengthening the or-
ganizational structure of the school, to provide 
more support to the teaching and learning 
processes by adding a second Principal posi-
tion that will begin functioning in the next 
school year. We will have an Elementary 
Principal (PreK to grade 5) and a Secondary 
Principal (grades 6 to 12).  This upgrade is 
fully in line with best practices for similar 
schools our size. 
 

The 60th Annual Assembly of the Corporation 
demonstrated that democracy is alive and well 
at AOSR.  Parents expressed their varied con-
cerns, and the Board of Trustees will be work-
ing hard to find a balance to continue uphold-
ing our school’s mission.   
 

We are blessed at AOSR to have dedicated 
professional faculty who support the school’s 
goals –continuous improvement in educa-
tional excellence in a positive environment 
that enables our children to think, to grow, to 
learn, and to respect the variety of cultures 
represented in our international community.  

The AOSR Corporation 
Douglas Kneeland, Chair AOSR Board of Trustees 

AOSR Board of Trustees Election Results 
 

The following individuals were elected to the Board of Trustees at AOSR Corporation Assembly that 
took place on November 29th: 
 

Mr. Steven Cohen 
Mr. Douglas Kneeland (re-elected) 
Ms. Francesca Maria Magliuolo (re-elected) 
Mr. Sergio Masserini 
 

There were nine candidates who ran for four seats on the Board.  All four seats are for three year terms 
(2007-2010).  Other candidates were Ms. Laura Collura, Ms. Oshri Kahan, Mr. Jimmy McDivitt and Dr. 
Lora Shapiro.  Dr. Shapiro was re-appointed to the Board at the December 12th Board meeting.  We 
thank all the candidates for their interest and willingness to volunteer their time and energy for our 
school. 
 

Board Officers for 2007-2008 
 

All School News 

Douglas Kneeland, Chair 
Hugo Rodriguez, Vice Chair 

Francesca Maria Magliuolo, Treasurer 
Christine Marciasini, Secretary 
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Special Interview 
Compiled by Claudia Sobral 

Building of community at AOSR 
 
Beginning with this issue of the Falcon Flyer, 
we will be highlighting the some of the pro-
grams that take place on our campus that en-
hance and strengthen the life of our commu-
nity.  We will also talk to students who choose 
to contribute to the well-being of the school.  
We asked teachers, coordinators and students 
to share with us news about the programs that 
are currently taking place.  We have much to 
feel proud of and inspired by. 
 
The NB club aka Non-Bullying club 
 
If you wonder what the NB club is ask Leo-
nardo P., 5th grader at AOSR, after many 
years of being bullied himself he decided to 
start a club to stop bullying at our school. His 
goal: To get everyone to realize that bullying 
is not acceptable at our school.  Leonardo de-
veloped a power point presentation that asks 
questions such as, "How do you think it feels 
to be bullied?",  it also says that students 
should take action when they see other stu-
dents been bullied, not just say that it is terri-

ble to do that and walk away... He has shown 
his presentation to some ES classes and hopes 
to do to visit all of them. Leonardo even 
showed his presentation to a group of parents 
that was very impressed.  
 
It takes a lot of courage to do what he is do-
ing!  AOSR is proud of Leonardo. If you want 
to join Leonardo’s No-Bullying Club, find him 
on campus, he is in Mr. Redd’s 5th grade 
class. You will have to go through is a “test” 
in order to be accepted!  
 
Bridge to Bahia 
 

The Bridge-to-Bahia project, initiated in 2006 
by Mr. Roy Zimmerman, AOSR Music 
teacher, has gotten several students, teachers 
and parents involved with reaching out to a 
school for poor children in Salvador de Bahia, 
Brazil. This project is a great asset to the 
school, while also helping the school in Brazil. 
Our students are making a difference, learning  
about a new culture, and seeing  how they can 
contribute to a community  very diverse from 

(Continued on page 6) 

Alumni News 

Former AOSR student, Zinnat Ackter ’06 (pictured 
center), now in her second year at Nottingham Trent 
University in the UK, was one of only ten students cho-
sen - the largest number of winners from any UK uni-
versity - to attend an international conference in the 
United Arab Emirates.  Zinnat had the chance of a life-
time when she was selected to go to the prestigious 
Education Without Borders 2007 conference in Abu 
Dhabi.  
Nobel Prize winners, along with business, education, 
technology and government leaders, attended the bien-
nial conference, which aims to create networks across 
cultures to understand and generate solutions to some of 
the world’s greatest challenges. They were joined by 
1,000 of the world’s most innovative students from 

more than 100 countries, selected to attend on the qual-
ity of papers they submitted to organizers.  
Zinnat, who is from Bangladesh, and her ten classmates 
from Nottingham – representing seven other nationali-
ties – listened to the 2006 Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Professor Muhammad Yunus; Nobel Laureate, Rita 
Lev-Montalcini; and Professor Johannes Georg Bed-
norz, who won the Nobel 
Prize for Physics 20-
years ago.  Congratula-
tions Zinnat! 
If you are an AOSR 
alumni, please feel free 
to submit your news to 
ptonewsletter@aosr.org. 
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their own.  
Some of examples of the AOSR community’s 
involvement and commitment to making this 
project a success: 
 
- Three teachers have worked in Salvador, Ba-
hia and taught language courses (Rosa de Bel-
lis, Michelle Falcinelli and Daniele Dattilo) 
 
- The National Honor Society provided funds 
for a photocopy machine (‘02-’06) 
- IB students chose Bridge to Bahia as their 
CAS Community Service Program (06-07 and 
07-08) 
  
- Lecture demonstrations in elementary classes 
about poverty in the third world 
 

- Toy collection and sale 
  

- Holiday greeting cards, portrait project 
  

- Middle School Brazilian dance (01-07)   

- Mayfair stand 
  

- End of year donations from National Honor 
Society and Spanish Honor Society   

- Generous donations from AOSR parents and 
friends   

- visit of ICBIE artists, mural painting 
 

IB  Community Service 
Ms. Carla Dawson, Community Service Coordi-
nator and AOSR teacher writes,  
 
Following the success of last year, the IB jun-
iors will be working on awareness and fund 
raising activities to support the Bridge to Bahia 
project. Students will be making presentations 
in ES classrooms to explain the project and 
show the students how they can help. A toy sale 
is being planned for Friday December 14th, 
other fundraising events are planned for next 
semester. 
IB juniors this year are: 
Lorenzo B., Ezio B., Dario C., Stefano D., 
Gabriele F., Martino G., Lorenzo M., Sapir 
G., Luka M., Federico M., Daniela M., David 
P., Giuseppe S., Sara T., Lisa Y. 

MS /HS English Buddies 
Ms. Lambre, AOSR teacher 
 
This program started last year and was such a 
success that we have started a new group  with 
this year's sixth grade. The students pair up with 
an older buddy who helps to coach them  in dif-
ferent topics that are being studied in sixth 
grade. We have worked on retelling stories this 
year, on having the elder students edit the 
younger ones' writing for clarity, etc. The  stu-
dents build a rapport and usually become 
friends inside and outside  of school!  
 
Community Service, Counselor’s Office 
Lisa Camagna, HS counselor 
 
Ashley A. is a senior and has been volunteering 
in my office since last year. She is so invaluable 
to me. She helps with clerical projects and orga-
nizing the many college brochures and view 
books the school gets. She is really good in 
passing on information about colleges to her 
peers. She has helped a great deal with the col-
lege application process this season.  Ashley 
deserves so much more than a credit for all her 
hard work and dedication to this office. I truly 
appreciate her and don’t know what I will do 
without her next year! 
 
High School Library 
Ms.Rahm, HS Librarian Assistant 
 
Veronica S., George B. and Anthony R. are 
three wonderful students who help in the MS/
HS Library. Their reliability facilitates the 
smooth functioning of our library.  As librarians 
we can tell they love being here in the library 
and take pride in the work they do. They repre-
sent good role models for other students here in 
the library as they are serious and respectful and 
show dedication to their commitment. 
  
 
This is a partial list of projects and students that 
are choosing to make a difference in our school.  
If you know of any programs or anyone that you 
would like to acknowledge please send an email 
to sobraljc@hotmail.com.  Thank you. 
 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Community Service Project 

As the holiday season approaches, com-
munity service efforts shift into high 
gear, and the Bridge to Bahia is no ex-
ception.  The High School IB students 
scurry about, preparing presentations for 
elementary classes, where they explain 
important issues of third world poverty 
and organize the donation of toys for a 
big sale, which will be held on Decem-
ber 14th.  They are also conducting the 
preparation and sales of our beautiful 

Holiday Greeting Cards, which are going 
like hotcakes.  Many thanks to Ms. Clau-
dia Sobral, Luka M. and Gabriele F. for 
their constant efforts! 
 
AOSR’s support of the Institute of Cul-
ture Brazil Italy Europe in Salvador de 
Bahia has helped that small and coura-
geous project to survive its infancy, and 
after its two smiling artists came to visit 
us in October, leaving their beautiful 
mural for us to remember them by, the 
Institute’s successes have become tangi-
ble and real.  The support of the Bridge 
to Bahia also benefits the ICBIE in 
deeper ways.  
 
As a new, unaffiliated and totally inde-
pendent institution, the ICBIE struggled 
to achieve the necessary credibility to 

establish itself and to attract volunteers 
and donors, so the arrival of three AOSR 
teachers as volunteer instructors, plus the 
donation of a photocopy machine, a 
video projector and funds, made a huge 
difference.  Even better, the ICBIE could 
proudly cite the AOSR connection on 
voluminous application forms to charita-
ble organizations.  Last September the 
ICBIE applied to Engineers Without 
Borders, asking them to build a commu-
nity theater on our premises.  (The entire 
low city of Salvador doesn’t have a sin-
gle movie theater, let alone one with a 
stage, and many kids have never seen a 
movie, except on TV.) 

 
The ICBIE has just been informed that 
the project has been accepted, and a team 
of professional engineers will supervise 
the construction, starting as early as Sep-
tember, 2008! 
 
By making a direct link to one focused 
reality in the third world, the Bridge to 
Bahia has not only made a difference, 
directly helping needy children; it has 
also helped the ICBIE to prosper and 
enlarge its mission. 
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Parent Teacher Organization 

The AOSR PTO annually awards grants to the elemen-
tary, middle and high school based on the number of stu-
dents in each school. These grants support the teachers in 
various projects such as field trips and classroom re-
sources for their curriculum. The grants are overseen by 
the Principal and are to be spent during this academic 
year. 
 

The PTO is proud to award a total of €4.500 for the aca-
demic year 2007/2008. In addition, the PTO also annually 
awards €1.000 to the HS and the ES libraries for the pur-
chase of new books. A contribution of €200 was given to 
the National Honor Society and the Model United Nations 
Class; these students helped with the cleaning and setting 
up at the Family Picnic in October. 
 

We are pleased to be able to help the school programs 
through our fundraising efforts through such projects as 
the Booster Bar, the Boutique and the Family Picnic. 
 

All this would not happen without the help of all the par-
ents who are tireless in flipping burgers, shopping at 
Metro, being in traffic jams for hours, organizing and ar-
ranging the Boutique, selling household goods and 
clothes every Tuesday, organizing the visiting author, 
working at the Family Picnic, the teachers appreciation 
brunch, cutting fruit on exam days and so much more. It 
would not happen 
without our faculty 
and staff who gives us 
parents the opportu-
nity to be part of their 
projects and work, the 
possibility to support their programs. 
 

As the PTO President, I could not work for the PTO with-
out my great officers, who help me and support me in 
such a wonderful way. 

The PTO has been working hard so far this school year. 
By Sabine Neumann, PTO President 

Important P TO  D a tes 

M O N  T U E S  W E D  T H U R  F R I  S A T  S U N  

 1 
Happy New 

Year 
2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 
Boutique 
9.30-2.30 

9 10 11 
Booster Bar 

2.45-5.00 

12 13 

14 
PTO Newcomer 
Coffee Morning 

8.45—9.30h 
in cafeteria followed 

by meeting 
in Boutique 

15 
Boutique 
9.30-2.30 

16 17 18 
Booster Bar 

2.45-5.00 
MUN 

19 20 

21 22 
Boutique 
9.30-2.30 

23 24 25 
Booster Bar 

2.45-5.00 

26 27 

28 29 
Boutique 
9.30-2.30 

30 31    

Important PTO Dates for January 2008 

Boutique Open Tuesday,  
December 18th 

9:30—2:30 

THANK YOU  - THANK YOU – THANK YOU – THANK YOU – THANK YOU 
 

On behalf of the PTO I would like to wish the entire AOSR family a very Merry Holiday Season. 
 

I hope to see you all in the New Year as we continue our work of helping to make 
AOSR a wonderful learning environment for our children. 
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Kindergarten 
Ms. Antinucci and Ms. Natale 

Kindergarten had a wonderful November. We 
learned about the season of fall, collected leaves and 
studied their colors, and made beautiful leaf rub-
bings. We also learned about the special American 
holiday, Thanksgiving, the celebration of the friend-
ship and being thankful. We made Native American 
vests and headbands and learned how to use pictures 
to tell a story as the Native Americans did. We ended 
our unit by having our own feast as we ate delicious 
homemade food and desserts prepared by our won-
derful parents. We looked great all dressed up in our 
Native American and Pilgrim costumes. We were 
definitely thankful! Lastly, the month of November 
was exciting because we went on our first field trip of 
the year, to the farm!  

It was the perfect ending to our thematic unit learning 
about farm animals, farmers and farm life. In Decem-
ber kindergarteners are studying different December 
holidays around the world. 
 
Ms. Natale’s class will also say farewell to Ms. Laura 
Zishka, the student teacher who spent eight weeks at 
AOSR. She will miss all the kindergarteners and we 
will all miss her! 

Dear AOSR Families, Colleagues, and Friends, 
 

I am very pleased to announce the 2007 – 2008 Falcon Books program!   This program will help the Ele-
mentary Library purchase more great new fiction and nonfiction books, to support our emerging and 
young readers.  Falcon Books is an updated version of the popular Birthday Books program that has 
added so many wonderful books to the ES library over the years.  Watch for an invitation soon! 
 

Borrowing Guidelines – Update 
 

Our new borrowing guidelines are working well!  I am seeing happy students who feel great because 
they are responsible, independent library users, returning books on time and eagerly choosing new ones 
to take home.  Students who have overdue books are being reminded to return their books so they can 
check out new ones.  Parents, thank you for helping your students develop good library habits and a 
lifelong love of reading. 

Elementary Library News 
By Ms. Denise P. Radow, Elementary Librarian 

Calling Out For Community Support 
As was mentioned by Pre-K Coordinator, Amy 
Magazzu, our pre-school team is gradually incorpo-
rating Reggio Emilia based ideas and techniques 
into our classroom teaching and environment. One 
of our recent endeavors is based on working with 
recyclable materials.  This allows the children to 
creatively explore and communicate their interests 
and knowledge to us while developing their math, 
science, language, and fine and gross motor skills in 
a natural and fun way.  In order for this experience 
to be a rich one, we have asked that the families of 
our pre-school students bring in materials that we 
can create with, such as cereal boxes, toilet rolls, 
plastic bottle caps, coffee cans, shoe boxes, maga-
zines, and just about anything that is clean and safe 
for the children to use.  While these materials are 
excellent for building, constructing, and designing 
with, we would also like to ask the school-wide 
community to help us in our effort to expand our 
resources.  We are hoping to build a stock of reus-
able materials such as buttons, fabrics, wallpaper 
samples, and empty thread bobbins.  We know there 
are many more rich resources that can be reused.  If 
you have access to materials that would enhance our 
stock of recycled goods, we ask that you kindly con-
tact us in the pre-kindergarten. 

Pre-K 
By Ms. Laura Gist, Pre-K Teacher  

Pre-K and Kindergarten  
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First Grade 
Ms. Redd and Ms. Tausend  

Second Grade 
Ms. Ciuffreda and Ms. Prisco 

Third Grade 
Ms. Budhraja and Ms. Painter  

Fourth Grade 
Ms. De Paolis, Ms. Piccirilli and Dr. Cross 

During the month of December, first grad-
ers learned all about holidays and customs 
around the world. We now know a lot 
more about the United States, Italy, Israel, 
China, Spain, Greece, Australia, Thailand, 
Qatar, Malaysia and Korea. We were able 
to do a little imagining, writing and read-

ing about Santa Clause. We read many books, wrote 
stories and participated in many activities that brought 
the holiday season alive. 
 

The month of January will be spent learning all about 
winter. We shall learn about snow, snowmen and polar 
animals, especially penguins. We will be busy writing 
all about our snowman families. We shall also write 
acrostic poems for snowmen and penguins. In our read-
ing groups we will be busy working on rhyming and 
word families. In math we are counting by 2, 5 and 10 
all the way up to 100. We are looking forward to being 
able to count all the way to the 100th day of school. 

Candles were glowing, the tables were set with an 
abundance of good food prepared mainly by the chil-
dren. The parents enjoyed being together at the family 
luncheon for Thanksgiving. 
 

In social studies after completing the unit on fossils, the 
students have moved on to study Early Man. 
We are using winter as a theme for creative writing and 
poetry. The second graders wish everyone a happy, 
peaceful vacation with lots of snow! 

Last month the third graders wrote about what they 
were thankful for, learned “Turkey Facts” and had a 
wonderful Thanksgiving snack. In mathematics the 
students are working on a measurement project that 
reflects their individual growth from birth to the pre-
sent.  In science they made dioramas of the water cycle 
and they know how condensation occurs and why pre-
cipitation happens. Next month the third graders shall 
be studying machines. The students can tell you the 
myths of Perseus and Andromeda, Europa and Cad-
mus, and Tantalus and Pelops. There will be a field trip 
in January to Castle Sant’Angelo. 

Over the last several weeks, there have been a series of 
fortunate events for the fourth grade at AOSR.  Read 
what our student reporters have to say: 
 

By John O’N. 
One of the events was the master class by the famous 
illustrator, Vladimir Radunsky.  He talked about the 
ideas for the books he wrote and illustrated. He invited 
us to draw pictures that could be in his stories. He com-
plimented many of our drawings.  Several of his books 
are in our library. Consider checking out “The Pup Grew 
Up”, “The Maestro Plays” and “What Does Peace Feel 
Like?” or look for other books by him at a local library 
or store. 
 

 By Noa M. 
On the sixth of November the fourth grade went on a 
field trip to a very interesting place called Caldara, 
which means a cauldron like a witch might use. It is an 
ancient volcano crater willed with water and other min-
erals that boil. The water is not hot, but it smells really 
bad because of the sulfur. We saw some plants and ani-
mals that live there, but many of the animals are noctur-
nal. We looked for signs like markings on trees, claw 
marks and prints on the ground, poop, and partially 
eaten fruits, nuts, and berries. Unfortunately, a bunch of 
cows were roaming around and destroying much of the 
park. 
 

By Alea D. 
On Tuesday, December 18th the “Holiday Spirits”, all 
the fourth graders will perform seasonal carols in the 
cafeteria during lunch.  Selections will include “Dona 
Nobis Pacem”, which is Latin for Give Us Peace; 
“Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer”; “Jingle Bell 
Rock”; “Rockin’ Round The Christmas Tree”; and “Let 
There Be Peace On Earth”. 

Elementary News 
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Fifth Grade 
Mr. Redd and Ms. Rumsby 

Members of both the Elementary and 
Middle School choirs performed with 
other Rome schools on Saturday 8, De-
cember at St. Paul’s within the Walls. 
They formed a students’ choir which 
sang two choruses with The New 
Chamber Singers in the cantata “Saint 

Nicholas” by Benjamin Britten. This beautiful music is 
scored for piano duet, organ strings and a wealth of per-
cussion. Two staff and two high school students are 
members of The New Chamber Singers. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WINTER CONCERT 
 

The Winter Concert for the Elementary 
School students took place on Wednesday 
12 December and the performance for the 
parents was on Thursday 13 December. 
 

The program was: 
Kindergarten:  
Jolly Old Saint Nicholas – an American carol arranged by  
William Simon 
 

Grade 1:  
Cruella de Vil – a Disney song by Mel Levin with percussion 
accompaniment 
 

Grade 2: African Noel – a Liberian folksong arranged by Aden 
Lewis 
Grade 3 :  
Yuki – a Japanese folk song arranged by Linda Worsley 
O Hannukkah – a Jewish song arranged by Carol Jay 
 

Elementary Choir:  
When Christ was born – a Fifteenth century carol          
with obligato flute by Katy Isbell 
Bring a torch, Jeanette, Isabella – a traditional French carol 
 

Grade 4:  
Dale, Dale, Dale – a Mexican folk song arranged by Barbara 
Gastaldo 
Winter Fantasy – a partner song version of Jingle Bells 
A seasonal solo played on the Alto Saxaphone by Stormy 
Seliquini 
 

Grade 5:  
- Lift ev’ry voice and Sing – an African-American song by 
Rosamond Johnson celebrating K’wanzaa 
   Midnight – a Modern ‘take’ on the Nativity 
 

Elementary Choir: 
 - Ragtime Carol by Christopher Tambling 
   Hine ma Tov – a Hebrew song based on Psalm 133 
 

Special Choir:  
Refuge – a modern, reflective song for the Holiday Season 
from the Singbook publication for Youth Choirs (U.K) 

Upon returning from a short, but much needed Thanks-
giving break, the 5th graders have recharged their bat-
teries.  We are all very prepared for the final three and 
a half weeks until winter vacation.   

 
In history class we have been studying 
the Roman Army and the weapons that 
they used.  We even got a chance to see 
some replicas of these weapons at 
Gladiator School.  The organization and 
discipline of the army made Rome the 

most powerful empire in the ancient world.  They de-
veloped many tactics that are still used today! 
 
Did you know that an angle is made up of two rays that 
share an endpoint?  That’s what we are learning about 
in math; Geometry.  We have been working on how to 
use our compasses and protractors to make circles, an-
gles, and triangles.  We even got to figure out that the 
ratio of the circumference when compared to the di-
ameter is 3.14 to 1.  This ratio is called Pi (∏). 
 
We have also formed several book clubs in our classes.  
We have read and discussed books like, Holes, The 
Ugly Princess and the Wise Fool, Loser, The Naked 
Mole-Rat Letters, Old Yeller, The Lion, the Witch, and 
the Wardrobe, and The Outsiders.  It’s been a lot of fun 
reading books and then talking about them with our 
classmates.  Now we can understand why 
our moms and dads like to join book 
clubs. 
 
We are, however, sad because we had to 
say goodbye to our fantastic student-
teacher, Ms. Berkley.  She ended her 8-week experi-
ence here in the middle of December.  We all miss 
many things about Ms. Berkley, but we will especially 
miss the Berkley Bucks.  Thank you for being a great 
teacher and we all hope you enjoyed your time here at 
AOSR! 

...we had to say goodbye to our fantas-
tic student-teacher, Ms. Berkley.  
Thank you for being a great teacher 
and we all hope you enjoyed your time 
here at AOSR! 

Elementary News 

Choir News 
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Elementary News 

 

Donations Collected by Girl Scouts for the Caritas Food Bank. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts pose with donations from the school community for the Caritas food bank. The Girl Scouts 
wish to thank everyone who participated. (Genevieve W., Isabella B., Natalia B., Madelyn S.). 

 
The first session of ASA will end on Thursday, February 14th. 

 

The new booklet for the second session of ASA will be available at the end 
of January and will be sent home to all ES and MS students. Booklets will 

be available for HS students in the ASA office and in the HS office. 
 

Sign up for the second session will begin on Feb 1st. 

On November 8 we were fortunate to have a visit 
by an author and illustrator, Vladimir Radunsky. 
We had an opportunity to listen to some of his 
work, view some of his illustrations, and draw our 
own illustrations of his work. This visit to fourth 
grade by an author is part of the PTO Book 
Publishing project . Thanks again go to Mrs. Sobral 
who made all the  arrangements, and the PTO for 
funding this visiting author. 

Vladimir Radunsky with AOSR Student 



 

13 

Middle School News 

 
In the recent excitement of the coming holidays, the Cultural Program week of November 12 – 16 feels like a 
distant memory for our Middle School community; however, those distant memories are vivid, vibrant and still 
living in people’s minds.  See what they had to say about the various experiences! 

Prague, Czech Republic 
 
The first night’s boat trip – Carolina; When we lost the rest of the group but found our way back 
because everyone had the same bags!—Omer; Snow at the Karlstjen Castle – Taylor; Mr. Dattilo 
and Ms. Ellyson performing at the theater – Maddy; Crazy room of 5 girls!; Hot chocolate in the 
Old Town Square – Tess; Black Light Theater Dancers – Kyler; Cozy, warm cozy Czech lunch – 
Leon; Old Town Square Astronomical Clock – Luigi; Visiting my first Bone Church! – Dominic 
 

 
 
 

Andalusia, Spain 
 

The bull heads in Plaza de Toros - -Fa’izah; 
the Flamenco show where Ms. Bocci, An-
drea and I danced – Vickie; Afternoon in 
the arcade – Mohammad; The most enjoy-
able was the evening activities, like cha-
rades, to review the day AND watching the 
children together enjoying mountains of 
churros y chocolate! –Ms. Bocci; Shopped 
till we dropped in el Arcangel – Chiara;  
The mystery of life in the Alhambra – Fran-
cesca 
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Rome and School 
 
Scaring Coach Phil in the caves at the Parco dei Mostri di 
Bomarzo – Priscilla V; Visiting Villa Adriana and learn-
ing that the emperor could swim in his own lake and 
walk around a wall to protect him from the rain! –
Francesco; Having time at school for long lunches and 
a lot of recess! Kamila and Lazifa: Feeling good about 
finishing the play -- Sudhir 

 
Sicily, Italy 

 
Driving and hiking up to 1900 meters on Mt. 
Etna for a great view and major gusts of wind 
which had people’s hats flying off! – Ms. 
Staffaroni; Visiting the home town of our bus 
driver and running up the 142 steps and 
Marco won! – Yi Ming;  We left Tommaso 
on the bus because he was sleeping in the 
back! – Marco; A pigeon went to the bath-
room on someone’s shoulder – good luck! – 
Diego; We nearly blew off Mt. Etna – Brian. 

Continued from previous page: Middle School on the Move 

 
 
 
 

Edinburgh, Scotland 
 

Bowling! – Lorenzo; Talking with a local man at the hotel about 
scary Edinburgh stories – Max;  Running through the airport like 
army commanders chanting “hut, hut, hut” to keep the students mov-
ing and finally reaching the gate to learn that the plane was delayed! 
-- Mr. Morrice; Burger King – Bruno; A student ‘chatting up’ two 
local lasses and then walking into a lamp post --Mr. Fauteux; learn-
ing about Haggis (local delicacy made from intestine, heart and 
lungs!) – Ellen; The tour guide, Brian, who shared a lot of scary leg-
ends about Loch Lommond; St. Andrews and the underground tun-
nels where battles were fought – Stella 
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Goods for Nepal 
by Claire A and Emma J 

 
On Wednesday, November 28, 2007 a bake sale was held to help buy 
school supplies for Child Haven International, a Canadian, non-profit 
school in Nepal.  Ms. Shymanski, 7th grade Social Studies and 8th grade 
English teacher, had worked at the school in 2003.  She was talking about 
the underprivileged school, informed her students that the school lacks basic supplies such as 
paper and pens, when it occurred to some of her Eighth Grade students that they could raise 
money to buys school supplies for the school.  The idea was discussed and a bake sale looked 
promising.  The experience was rewarding and the group raised over 230 Euro for the school!  
Supplies will be bought and sent over promptly.  Thank you to Ms. Shymanski, Ms. Ellyson 
and Mr. Neely who helped to make this happen.  Lastly, thanks to the eighth grade students 
who make the idea a reality: Claire A, Ellen F, Star S, Tair S and Caroline S. 

Imagine a lunch period with planned, intentional groups of students 
sitting together with a specific topic of what to discuss and a mission of 
a finished project to share.  This is the objective of the coming Mix It 
Up lunch sessions scheduled for 4 Tuesdays in January and February.  
The intention is to create an opportunity for students of different 
grades, cultures, languages and experiences to work together to im-
prove the great community which already exists at AOSR.  The project 
will allow for students to have the opportunity to talk about some of the 
guiding values which we as a school have as our mission statement and 
hold as the guiding pillars of our community: respect, learning, respon-
sibility, trust, empowerment, collaboration and community.  In addi-
tion, groups will discuss friendship, sharing, helping and caring for 
members of our group.  The end result will be the groups providing a 
variety of projects to relay their thoughts about their topic such as: 
songs, murals, skits, poster campaign and other creative methods to 
communicate within our community.  The Middle School will meet in 
the final days before Settimana Bianca to share their experiences with 
each other.   The idea for the activity stemmed from meeting with Mid-
dle School parent, Rima Barkett, who is also on the Counseling Advi-
sory Committee, Middle School Science teacher, Kristen Staffaroni, 
and Middle School Coordinator, Sarah Ellyson.  The title Mix It Up 
comes from a pilot project of similar nature sponsored by the Southern 
Poverty Law Center (see www.tolerance.com for information about 
their program) to bring together kids of different backgrounds to mix up 
the people with whom they interact.  The goal of AOSR’s mixing will 
be a similar one, but with slightly different outcomes and process along 
the way. 

Middle School News continued... 

Middle School Plans to Mix It Up in 
January and February 

Middle School  
Ski Trip 

Attention all skiers! 
Mark your calendar 
for the AOSR Ski 
Week scheduled for 
the week of Febru-
ary 16 – 23rd, 2008.  
Mr. Mancini is cur-
rently assessing the 
various locations and 
packages and plans 
to have a letter to 
send home soon with 
all of the details.  
The trip is a great 
opportunity for both 
new and experienced 
skiers, and includes 
regional cultural and 
culinary adventures! 
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Counselor’s Corner  
By Ms. Lisa Camagna, HS College Counselor  

Seniors are reminded of the following 
deadlines: 
December 7: All applications with a 
January deadline due to the college of-
fice 
January 11: All applications with a Feb-
ruary deadline due to the college office 
January 25: All remaining applications 
due to the college office 
 
Please ensure that you are being kind to 
your teachers; please ask for a letter of 
recommendation with plenty of advance 
notice. The deadline to ask for recom-
mendations was October 15th. 
 
Payment Information 
AOSR sends out application packages to 
each college the student is applying to 
through DHL to guarantee arrival. As a 
service, AOSR will pay for the first 
three application packages. The student 
will be responsible for payment of any 
additional application packages. The fee 
for any additional application package is 
25 euro each, payable to the cashier in 
the villa office. We will provide each 
student with a receipt for how much is 
owed by early May. 

Attention Seniors: 
Application deadlines are vastly ap-
proaching and many seniors have yet to 
hand in their senior questionnaires. Be 
aware that last minute applications risk 
being late to colleges and that could en-
danger your chances of getting in. Not 
to mention the stress factor! Please 
make and keep appointments with Ms. 
Camagna. Further remember to bring a 
resume detailing your activities, volun-
teer/ work experiences, senior year 
courses, hobbies, etc. Resumes are a 
great way to show colleges just how or-
ganized you are and highlights to them 
why you are such a great candidate for 
admission. Also remember to bring the 
secondary school reports that the coun-
selor must fill in, and any additional in-
formation that should be included in 
your application packet. 
 
An application packet includes: 
The application (although many can 
submit this on-line) 
The student’s transcript (the college of-
fice sends this) 
Letter of recommendations: 

(Continued on page 17) 

SENIOR RETREAT RECAP 
 

On November 16th and 17th the AOSR seniors were whisked away on the annual senior 
retreat to Todi and Gubbio for a stress relief overnight trip. The seniors explored the 
quaint town of Todi and arrived in Gubbio where they lodged at Castel Cortevecchio, 
complete with a dinner and breakfast feast. After breakfast it was off to Terme de Papi 
where seniors relaxed and frolicked in the thermal baths. A very special thanks to Mr. Si-
gafoos, Ms. Quesnell, Mrs. Fiochi, and Mr. Balch for chaperoning the trip. The seniors 
were quite entertaining and a good time was had by all. 
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-Counselor letter of recommendation 
(college office sends this) 
-Teachers (teachers can send themselves 
or hand them into the college office) 
Essay (this can also be submitted on-line 
if the student is applying on-line) 
A good resume (if the student chooses 
to send one) 
Application Fees (payable to the col-
lege) 
Secondary School Report (filled out by 
Ms. Camagna and sent by the college 
office) 
SAT reports (most colleges want an of-
ficial report sent from the College Board 
directly) 
AP grade reports (if applicable) 
A transcript from any other high school 
the student attended prior to AOSR (the 
college office can send a copy if we 

have them on file-be sure to ask) 
 
TRANSCRIPT REQUEST FORMS: 
available outside the Counseling Office. 
These must be handed in with your sec-
ondary school report forms to the col-
lege office. Parents/Guardians must sign 
off on each college the student is apply-
ing to so that the college office is pre-
pared to send transcripts to each Col-
lege/university and the parent/guardian 
and the college office are in agreement. 

(Continued from page 16) 

On your marks get sets go. The mid year point of junior 
year marks an exciting time for juniors in which you 
should be giving some thought to college admissions as 
you will be applying at the onset of senior year. It will be 
quite an exciting time. The college office’s philosophy is 
to get parents and students started as early as possible. 
As a result, at the start of semester two (January), juniors 

should start meeting with Ms. Camagna to discuss the admissions process. 
Just a note that the summer before senior year is a 
great time to visit some of the colleges you are inter-
ested in. AOSR will hold a Junior Jumpstart program 
in the spring as well. More information to follow. 
 
THINKING OF SPENDING YOUR SUMMER 
STUDYING, see Ms. Camagna about summer pro-
grams abroad. Keep in mind that these programs also 
have deadlines to apply. Arrange an appointment 
with Ms. Camagna as soon as possible to discuss the 
possibilities. 

Attention Juniors: 
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TIPS FOR TESTERS 
 
I am taking the SAT on Saturday…… 
 
What do I need to bring?  
TWO # 2 pencils with erasers  
Calculator 
A PHOTO ID (AOSR ID will work). 
Registration Ticket (PRINT from 
Website 
 
What time do I need to be here? 
7:45am 
 
 

Where do I go for the test?  
Form a line outside of the High School 
Door  
 
What else can I do? 
Get a good night’s rest 
Be on time - Registered students will 
enter first  
Eat breakfast 
Listen carefully. 
Relax!!!!

 
 
Note to Parents: The test will conclude between 1:00 and 1:30 PM for the SAT 
Reasoning Test. Each SAT Subject test lasts approximately one hour. 

U.S. Registration 
Deadlines* 

International Registration 
Deadlines** 

2007-
08 
Test 
Dates 

Test 

Regular Late 
(a fee applies) 

Early 
(International 
only) 

Regular 

January 
26, 

2008 

SAT &  
Subject 
Tests 

December 
26, 2007 

January 4, 2008 December 5, 
2007 

December 26, 2007† 

March 1, 
2008 

SAT only January 
29, 2008 

February 7, 
2008 

N/A N/A† 

May 3, 
2008 

SAT &  
Subject 
Tests 

April 1, 
2008 

April 10, 2008 March 12, 2008 April 1, 2008† 

June 7, 
2008 

SAT &  
Subject 
Tests 

May 6, 
2008 

May 15, 2008 April 16, 2008 May 6, 2008† 

 

2008 Test Dates and Registration Deadlines 

SAT Reasoning and Subject Tests Testing Information 
Students are reminded that they must register online through The College Board. 
(www.collegeboard.com). If students have NOT yet registered and have missed the 
deadlines, they can come to the testing center as “walk-ins.” These students should 
arrive at 7 AM to stand in line for an extra test. “Walk-ins” need to have a credit card 
number ready as well as the registration form. There is no guarantee that a “walk-in” 
will gain admission; we serve “walk-in” students on a first come, first served basis. 
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Senior Page  
Guidelines 

 

Due date:  Wednesday, FEBUARY 13, 
2008 

 

NO LATE PAGES ACCEPTED!!! 
 

Your page needs to be made in Photoshop 
and emailed as an attachment to: 

Lgist@aosr.org 
1 page: free 

2nd page:  100 Euros  
(to be paid to Ms. Ellis in the Villa Office) 

 

***Once your attachment is received you 
will get a confirmation notice within 24 
hours after the email is received.  If you do 
not receive a confirmation try and contact 
Miss Gist in the pre-school department. 
 

Your page/s need to be free of offensive lan-
guage, slang, or derogatory remarks directed 
toward race and cultures.  The senior pages 
are meant to be free for expressing oneself 
but not at the expense of offending others.  
Please be respectful.  Keep in mind that your 
page will be reviewed by several faculty 
members before it is published. 
 

If you have any questions please contact: 
Ms. Gist at Lgist@aosr.org.  I can also be 
found in the pre-k department. 

Senior Page Dedications 
 
Hi parents of seniors, 
 
As you know, time goes by very 
quickly and before you know it we are 
half way through the year.  I wanted to 
let you know ahead of time about the 
option you have to dedicate a half or 
whole page to your senior that will be 
published in this year’s yearbook.  If 
you would like ideas please refer to past 
AOSR yearbooks.  If you don’t have 
copies at home there are copies of past 
yearbooks in the villa office. 
 
These pages should be created on Pho-
toshop and attached to an email and 
then send to Lgist@aosr.org After I 
have received your attachment I will 
send you a confirmation within 48 
hours of having received it.  If you 
don’t hear from me then you might need 
to send the email again and /or contact 
me at school in the pre-k department. 
 
Deadline:Wednesday,February13, 
2008 
** It is important that this deadline is 
met so that we can send the yearbook 
into the publishers on time. 
 
Cost:  ½ page = 50 euros 
1 page = 100 euros 
**Payment should be made to Ms. Ellis 
in the villa office. 
 
Thank you and I look forward to 
hearing from you. 
 
Ms. Laura Gist 
Yearbook Advisor 

 

High School News 

Yearbook Ads 
Dear AOSR community: 
It is not too early to start sending in Ads for 
the yearbook. 

 

 Deadline: February 13, 2008 
 

 ½ pages: 50 euros 
1 page: 100 euros 

 

 ** To be paid to Ms. Ellis in the villa office. 
 

 Your ADS should be designed in Photoshop 
and then attached to an email sent to 

Lgist@aosr.org 
**I will send confirmation that I have re-
ceived your attachment within 48 hours of 
having received it. 

 

 Thank you and look forward to hearing from 
you. 

 

 Ms. Laura Gist – Yearbook Advisor 
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Welcome to the winter sports season!   
We have four teams competing and they are: girls and 
boys basketball, cheerleading, and wrestling.  Our ath-
letes are busy practicing for their first competitions and 
very excited for the season.  Announcements and sched-
ules are below. 
 

Announcements: 
From the fall season, Gabriele F. was selected as an all 
conference team member for his performance on the boys 
volleyball team. Congratulations! 
 

Opening Weekend: 
AOSR had an outstanding first week of the winter season 
with girls and boys basketball and wrestling all compet-
ing for the first time this winter season.  Basketball and 
cheer took to the road to play at Vicenza.  The girls suf-
fered two difficult losses against a very strong Vicenza 
team with many returning players.  The boys had more 
luck, coming from behind on Friday night to win in 
thrilling fashion 44-35, and beating Vicenza soundly the 
next day, 48-29.  Our cheer squad looked great support-
ing both teams and seems destined for a strong showing 
at the European competition in February. 
 

Both basketball teams had Sunday to collect themselves 
before hitting the court again to play at home on Monday 

December 10th against 
St. George’s.  This year 
AOSR, St. George’s, St. 
Dominques, Marymount, 
and St. Stephen’s are 
participating in the 
Rome International 
Schools League (RISA) 
for basketball.  Organ-
ized by St. George’s, this 

league provides 
additional oppor-
tunities for our 
players to de-
velop.  Two of 
the games count 
towards  the 
DoDDs record, 
with the game 
a g a i n s t  S t . 
George’s being 
one of them.  
Monday saw the girls team come out strong, bowling 
over St. George’s 54-7.  The boys found their rhythm in 
the second half of their game and pulled away 41-30.  
After the first week of competition, the girls are 1-2 and 
the boys are 3-0.  
 

Wrestling hosted the first meet of the year and did a su-
perb job.  AOSR came in second in the team competition 
with the final standings being Naples, AOSR, Vicenza, 
Aviano, Sigonella in that order of finish.  Anthony R., 
Davide T., and David T. won their weight classes and 
many other wrestlers finished second and third.  Special 
recognition goes to Anthony R. for pinning all four of his 
opponents in the first period. The team’s improvement 
over last year is outstanding and was commented on by 
their opponents.  Congratulations to Coach Balch for a 
well run meet and excellent performance.  Special thanks 
to the wrestling parents who sold concessions for two 
straight days and helped feed our wrestlers! 
 

Championships for wrestling are the weekend of 15-16 of 
Feb (beginning of our break). Basketball/Cheer champi-
onships are from Feb 20-23, also in our break, meaning 
missed classes will be almost nonexistent. 

Sports Briefs 
By Mike Fauteux, Athletic Director 

 Basketball & Cheer Wrestling 
Dec 14 (H) Aviano  
Dec 15 (H) Aviano @ Vicenza, Avi, Sig, Nap 
Jan 11 (H) Naples  
Jan 12 (H) Naples @ Sigonella, Nap 
Jan 18 @ Sigonella  
Jan 19 @ Sigonella @ Naples, Sig, Vic, Avi 
Jan 25   
Jan 26  @ Naples, Sig, Vic, Avi 
Feb 1 (H) Milan  
Feb 2 (H) Milan @ Aviano, Nap, Sig, Vic 
Feb 8 @ MMI  
Feb 9 @ MMI @ Vicenza – Sectionals 

Feb 15  Euro Champs @ Wiesbaden 
Feb 16  Euro Champs @ Wiesbaden 

Feb 20-23 Euro Champs @ Mannheim  

Come out and support our student athletes this winter season! Go Falcons! 
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AOSR Contact Information 

Reception       06-33438-300 
Head of School: Dr. Beth Pfannl    06-33438-331 
Secretary : Domenica Losani     06-33438-331 
Principal: Matthew Neely     06-33438-326 
Principal`s Secretaries: 
 Manuela Ciocca     06-33438-326 
 Cathy Garbinsky     06-33438-315 
Admissions: Don Levine     06-33438-311 
Busing: Kieran Canter     06-33438-372 
Secretary (Admissions/Busing):  
 Joanne Hoberg     06-33438-311 
Financial Consultant: Elisa Bruno    06-33438-338 
HS College Counselor: Lisa Camagna   06-33438-327 
School Counselor: Elizabeth Escobar   06-33438-389 
Nurse: Diane Cullen-Moore     06-33438-321 
After School Activities: 
 Christine Hogan, Margaret Ciuffreda  06-33438-320 
ES Coordinator: Susan Prideaux    06-33438-350 
MS Coordinator: Sarah Ellyson    06-33438-336 
AP/IB Coordinator: Belinda Fiochi    06-33438-337 
Resource Room: 
 Silvia Moore (ES)     06-33438-302 
 Jeff Philips (MS/HS)     06-33438-390 
 

All telephone and internet address corrections should be 
emailed to principalsoffice@aosr.org. 
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